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the adequacy of the price. An agent may
purchase property fromn his principal, provided
that hie deals at arm'~s length-, --
'Does the Premier know what that meansP
and fully discloses all that lio knows respecting
the property; but if any underhand dealing
or concealment appears, the transaction will
at once he set aside on the application of the
principal.

I cannot blame the agent, but I blame
the Government who employed him and
forced him to tell u. falsehood.

MR. HAsTrE: Why not Sue the agent?
MIR. DOHERTY: 'Mr. Moss and his

friend will not be in the position of
plaintiffs, but; as defendants. The Gov-
ernment. have forced them.

Ts[E PREMIER : No doubt these
authorities will be quoted in the proper
place. You need not bore us now with
quoting them.

MR, DOHERTY:- I wish I could bore
some light into the hon. member: it
would be of advantage to the country. I1
may say that the people of Fremantle
naturally feel somewhat alarmed at the
idea of the Government in constructing
a railway that will cause them farther
carriage of grods five or six miles. It
appears to me that a higzh-level bridge
would equally serve the people of North
Fremnantle and Fremantle as it does now.
I cannot understand how the members
for Fremantle can support a Government
who are doing the best they can to ruin
that portion of Fremantle which I repre-
sent. There is one other matter in the
Governor's Speech I should like to refer
to, and that is in reference to the late
Engineer-in-Chief. I hope the Govern-
ment will tatke into consideration some
compassionate allowance, because the late
Mr. O'Connor gave to the country a
wonderful service. There is one other
officer who deserves some consideration,
Mr. Hayden, 'who was Inspector of Rail-
ways and who gave his life-service to the
country and saved a great many thousands
of pounds by bringing out a patent. I
hope he will not be forgotten when the
Estim-ates are brought forward. I feel
bound to say that enormous extravagance
will be prevented if the Government can
see their way to remove the food duties
and relieve the people of the country of
the burdens which now are imposed upon
them. I did intend to speak farther, but
I feel that the time is somewhat late.

The fundamental law of the British
people is that the people should rule
absolutely, and on this question I hope
that the people will have a, chance in the
near future of saying what they mean,
and that the verdict will be against the
present Government.

On motion by Ma. Jonxson, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at nine minutes

past ten o'clock until the na,3t day.

Legiztatibe Rzsenublp,
Wednesday, 6th~ Auguslt, 1902.

Papersp proveuted-Question: Railway Tnwvelere' Com-
forts-Question: Mining, Sunilay TLaboar-Ques.
tion: Unem~ployed Labour. Influx-Address-hI-

Rpy ithday-Adjournment.

THE SPEAKER took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock, P.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the MINISTER FOR MINES: Pap~ers

relative to accident at the Burbaunks
Mine, asked for by Mr. Reid.

Order:- To lie onl the table.

QUESTIO.N-RAILWAY TRAVELLERS'
COMFORTS.

Mn. JOHNSON (for Mr. Hopkins)
asked the Minister for Railways: t
W hether he is aware that all-night pas-
sengers on long journey trains are called
on in w,-inter months to undergo unreason-
able hards-hips because of their not pos-
sessing travelling rugs. z, Whether the
Minister will arrange for a crate of rugs

Iand pillows to accompany such trains for
distribution to passengers, more particu-

Ilarly to women and children travelling
second-class, who are not infrequently
poorly clad. 3, Whether he will cause
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an investigation to he made into the
quality and cleanliness of rugs now used
in railway sleeping cars, with a view to
ascertaining whether some superior and
better article could not be provided. 4,
Whether it is true that the rugs now in
use are of an inferior quality to those
annually distributed to the aborigines of
the State.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: r and 2, No. Nowhere under
similar circumstances are free travelling
rugs and pillows provided by the rail-
ways, and it would be unreasonable to
expect the railways of this State to make
such provision. 3, Care is taken to keep
the rugs thoroughly clean, and in quality
they compare favourably with those used
on other railways. Any specific com-
plaints made will be carefully inquired
into. 4, No.

QUESTION-MTNTNG, SUNDAY LABOUR.
MR. RESIDE asked the Minister for

Mines: r, Why so many permits for
Sunday labour have been granted for
East Coolgardie. 2, Whether any action
has been taken to prevent the indis-
criminate issue of these permits. 3, If
not, whether he will take such action.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES
replied: r, All permits issued were con-
sidered necessary by the iuspector. 2,
Instructions have been issued that
quarterly returns of all permits granted
are to be made by the various inspectors;
and where there has been any reason to
suppose that permits have been issued
unnecessarily, inspectors have been in-
structed only to grant permits when they
are satisfied that such are necessary to
avoid the risk of injury to a mine in its
operations. 3, Answered by No. 2.

QUESTION-UNEMPLOYED LABOUR,
INFLUX.

MR. JOHNSON asked the Premier:
In view of the fact that we have in the
State, at the present time, thousands of
unemployed: (a.) Whether the Govern-
ment intend taking any steps to prevent
the present large influx of labour. (b.)
Whether they are considering the advis-
ability of taking steps to assist the unem-
ployed.

Tits PREMIER replied: (a.) Under
the Commonwealth Constitution no action

can be taken to prevent immigration to
this State, but the position of the local
labour market is being brought to the
notice of the Press throughout this State.
(b.) No steps in the direction indicated
hare yet been considered, but the Gov-
ermnet has been, for the last four weeks,
and still is, closely watching this matter.

ADDRESS-IN-RE PLY.

EIGHTH BAY OF DEBATE.

Resumed from the previous sitting.
MR. W. D). JOHNSON (Kalgoorlie)

At this stage of the debate I shall say but
a fewv words. I desire first to congratu-
late, in fact to thank, the Opposition for
the keen interest they are taking in the
people of the goldfields. During the
debate on the amendment, the whole of
the arguments used in favour of that
amendment had reference to the factthat
the increased railway freights were press-
ing too heavily on the goldfields people.
As a goldfields representative I thank
the Opposition for the keen interest they
are taking in our welfare, and desire to
tell them that if they are anxious to
assist. the people on the fields, if they
wish to lessen the taxation those people
at present bear,' they should support the
motion of the leader of the Labour party
(Mr. Hastie) for the reduction of the
duties imposed under the sliding-scale.

MR. Jtconr: Ask thme Government to
do that.

MR. JOHNSON: When I get the
assurance of the Opposition that they
will assist us in this matter, I shall feel
convinced they are sincere in their desire
to assist the people of the goldlfields. Of
course I take it for granted we shall get
the assistance of the Government.

MR. MORGANS: Why not ask the Gov-
ernment to wipe out the sliding-scale
altogether ?

Ma. JOflINSON : Well, we are afraid
a demand for its total abolition would
frighten the House. We shall be content
with the removal of the duties on the
necessaries of life, on those things which
the goldfields people use every day, which
rich and poor alike are compelled to use.
Tf thme House will remove the duties on
those items only, we shall for the present
be perfectly' s atisfied. Again, if the
Opposition be sincere in their desire to
assist theoldfields let them support the
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immediate construction of the Coolgardie-
Esperance railway. [MR. JACOBY: Ask
the Government.] With the removal
of the sliding-sce duties on food
stuffs, as indicated in the motion
tabled by my leader, and with the
constrUction of the -Esperaiee line, I
feel the goldfields would be satisfied for
a considerable time to come. I now
desire to say a. little in reference to the
debate on the railway question. During
the debate on the aLmendmenit I did not
speak, and T have little to say to-night,
because I fedl that all has been said that
can be said on that question. But let me
say that, personally, I am opposed to the
method of Mr. George's app~ointment. I
believe the Government should have acted
differently in the matter, should have
waited a few days longer and obtained
the consent of Parliament. The present
Premier had a splendid opportunity. The
appointment was suggested by the late
leader of the House (Hon. G. Leake),
and it was consequently taken up by the
present Premier. He hia a glorious
opportunity of saying, " I will not con-
sent to making this appointment until I
get the approval of the House." Had he
done that, little or nothing would have
been said.

MR. DoHE9RTY: Why did you vote for
him ?

MR. JOHNSON: Because I believe
the House is satisge that in the Gov-
ernment we have the right men in the
right place.

MR. DOHaERTY: They do not do the
right thing.

MR. JO FI NSON: As regards the ob-
jection that we :should have voted against
the amendment, that is another question.

MR. DoHErRTY: There is no difference.
Mn. JOHNSON: We of the Labour

party are satisfied that we now have the
best Ministry obtainable in the House as
at present constituted; couseuently we
would not vote for putting the present
Ministry out of power and bringing in
such a. Ministry as could he provided by
the Opposition. While we condemn the
method of Mr. George's appointment, we
are not prepared to go so far as to change
Ministries because of it.

Mn. DoHERTY: That is rather lame.
Mn. TAYLoR: Very lame.
Ma. JOHNSON: Much has been said

of the increased railway freights. It is

said there has been little or no outcry
from the people of the golddields. While
I agree they aid not cry out as they
usually do over s uch unjust taxes, I main-
tain that the ex-Minister for Railwa vs
(Hon. W. Kingsmill) was not justified in
ridiculing the meeting held in Kalgoorlie
in opposition to the increases. We must
recognise that those who attended that
meeting were the persons particularly
interested; they are the men who largely
use the railways ; they recognise the great
burden the increase places on their
shoulders; and the Minister, so far from
ridiculing that meeting, should have
seriously considered the resolutions passed
thereat and forwarded to him.

Mut. DOHERTY:- Hle was sure of your
vote, so he did not care what they did.

MR. JOHNSON:- The goldflelds people
recognised that they were already over-
taxed, and that the increase of freights
meant farther taxation; but they con-
sidered the cause of that increase to be
bad administration and bad manage-
ment of our railways; and they thought
it better to bear a little more taxa-
tion, so as to assist the Govern-
nment in improving that administration.
And immediately the administration is
improved, I consider it will be the duty
of the Government not only to take off
the increased freights lately imposed, but
to reduce considerably the old rates ; and
this can be done if Ministers will put
their shoulders to the wheel. If the new
Commissioner will do all we expect of
him in administering the railways, then
the position will be improved and the
rates can be lowered.

Mn. DORnTY:- The agricultural rates
have already been lowered.

hMn. JOH NSON: I wish to say a little
on the remarks several members have
made in this debate in reference to the
Railway Association. Some members
seem to think the association was formed
purely to protect railway employees from
dismissal. Now, as one who has taken

an active part in. the formation of such
organisations in this State, and who will
always take an active part in their
formation, I say without hesitation that
I should never support any association
formed with the idea of protesting
against its members being dismissed
for incompetency. But that is not
why the Railway Association was
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formed at all. That association was
formed to protect its members from
the arbitrary manner in which they were
deilt with by what. have been called in
this House the lieutenants in the Railwayv
Department. The Railway Association
has little to do with the Minister for
Railways, unless something hats been done
by the lientenants in dismissing a man
unjustly. They do not come to a decision
without a meeting being held of all the
men employed on the railways in a par-
ticular district. If one of the members
has been dealt with unjustly by one of
the lieutenants or a member of the staff,
then they decide that something must be
done, and an appeal is made to the
Minister. I consider an association
worked on those lines amply justified,
and it winl continue to fight the lieuten-
ants or officers under the Commissioner
of Railways so long as those officers act
as they do at the present time. We find
continually that men are dismissed for
praptically* doing their duty. Because an
officer does not become as friendly with
him as with others, that officer dismisses
the man. I have seen it in many cases.
The man who does most work in a par-
ticular district is the man who gets most
harshly dealt with by these officers, and
it was for that reason the association was
formed; to protect the members against
this treatment. Before leaving the sub-
ject of the railways, I desire to say I hope
the Commissioner will make some inquiries
in connection with the charges made by
the member for Hannans (Mr. Reside) a
few evenings ago. The hon. member made
out a particularly bad case against Mr.
Rotheram, and I think it only right that
the Commissioner should make inquiries
and see if that state of affairs does exist.
Then, if it does, the Commissioner knows
exactly what to do. Again, I desire to
impress upon the Minister for Railways
the urgent necessity for pushing on those
railway workshops at Midland Junction
a little faster. As one who sat on the
select committee to inquire into the
erection of those shops, I must say that
much time has been wasted, and I think
the Minister recognises the fact that
thousands of pounds are lost every week
through insufficient accommodation in
Fremantle. I also desire to say a little
in connection with the secret land pur-
chase. Personally I congratulate the

Government on the stand they took, in
the matter. I admit it is particularly
hard on some of the members of this
House and another placeethat the Govern--
ment have beaten them iii this deal, but
we must recogise--

MS. MuRAN: They beat Parliament in
the deal too.

MR. JOHNSON: They may possibly
have beaten Parliament, and beaten the

ILabour party, but I maintain they have
done something which the people will
take1the ealetopruiyof thanling

members that had it leaked out that the
Government intended to purchase this

land, they would have had to pay five or
six times as much as they had to do.

MR. MORN: NO.
Mn. JOHNSON: Anyhow, it is patent

to my mind that the Government would
have had to pay considerably more than
they have had to do for this land, if the
gentlemen who sold it had known who
were buying it.

Mt MORAN: That does not justf
them in buying land under false pretences.

Mr.. JOHNSON: I do not know that
it was got under false pretences. They
arranged with the agent, giving him
instructiohsa to do the best he could for
the Government. That agent used the
same tactics as would be used by any
member on the Opposition benches.
[MSmBER: No.) He was perfectly justi-
fied in doing as much for the Government-
as for any private individual. He used
his business tact, and beat those who
complain of being beaten by the Govern-
ment, when they' had a glorious oppor-
tunity of fleecing the Govrnment. It is
open to question whether the Government
were right in buying the laud without
the consent of Parliament; but we must
recognise that had they come to P'arlia-
ment and obtained permission, they would
have had to pay four or five times as
much as they had to do. [OPPOSITION
MEMBERS: No.] No doubt the Govern-
ment recognised that, and they came to
the conclusion that it was better to take
the risk and tryv to make a good deal, and
trust to the good sense of the members
of the House to hack them up in it.

IThat is the point of view from which I
loo0k at it, and I for one congratulate the
Government on what they have done.
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Ma. MORAN: A dangerous precedent.
all the same.

Ma. JOHNSON: To get on to the
Governor's, Speech, I am particularly
pleased that the Governmient intend to
bring down a Redistribution of Seats Bill,
for such Bill is absolutely necessary.
Probably we do not know exactly what
that Bill will mean, but personally I hope
it is on a population basis, and I shall
strongly oppose a Bill on the lines sug-
gested by the member for Cue (Mr.Tllingworth). I think that if the Bill
comes down on a population basis it will
not only pass this House but another
place, because the people have been
clamouring for years past for a redistri-
bution of Beats ofl such basis, and only
a Bill on a population basis will satisfy
the people, at least on the goldfields. I
am particularly pleased that the Govern-
ment intend to amend the electoral law.
In my opinion -all are satisfied that the
present electoral Acts are far from being
up to date, and the necessity for an
amendment of those Acts arose. long
since. Hwver, the Government intend
to bring that measure down, and I trust
they will do so at an early date, so that we
shall not be discussing these great ques-
tions at the tail end of a session. I con-
gratulate the Government also for desir-
ing to bring down a Shops and Factories
Bill, and I trust that when the measure
is introduced they will take some steps to
cope with the Chinese. The Shops and
Factories Act in Victoria did a lot of
good to white workers in regard to the
work which was due to them, particularly
in the furniture trade, of which the
Chinese had an absolute monopoly.
Under the section in the Shops and
Factories Act the Chinese to-day do
very little work in connection with
the furniture trade, and that which
they do is stamped as made by
Chinese labour. As far as the railways
are concerned, I trust the Government
will lose nc. time in extending the rail-
ways north- west front Mt. Malcolm. That
railway will have my hearty support, and
I trust the Government will waste no
time in bringing down a Bill for the
construction of that line, for we must
recognise. that somiething will shortly
have to be done to assist our uinemployed,
either by building railways or in some
other way. We have a large number of

unemployed at the present time, and it is
only by the construction of these railways
and other public worka that we shall
be able to get over that difficulty. I
desire to congratulate the Minister for
Works on the manner in which he is
pushing forward the Coolgardie Water
Scheme. The goldfields people have been
clamouring and agitating against the
system on which the scheme has been
carried out for some years past, hut I

I think they are now satisfied that the
Ministeri pushing the work ahead with
the utmost despatch. A lot of the success
of the scheme is due to the work of the
Rtoyal Commission which inquired into
the matter, but I must give a certain
amount of credit to the Minister, and I
hope he will not lose sight of the fact
that the water will soon be at Coolgardie
and no provision has been made for
extending the mains. I know the Govern-
ment intend to bring forward a Bill for
the reticulation, and I trust the measure
will be brought down early, so that the
reticulation scheme will be ready as soon
as the water gets to Ooolgardie. It is
useless to get the water to Coolgardie
without carrying it farther on, and I hope
the Government will lose no time in pro-
viding for reticulation. I am sorry it is
not definitely decided, according to the
Governor's Speech, to amend the Gold-
fields Act. The Speech states that if
time permits this Act will be amended.
I think that Act should be amended this
session; several amendments are neces-
sary. However, I must recognise that
much has been done to improve the
admnistration of the Mines Department
under the present Minister.

MR. MoANr: I think all the gold-
fields members were clamouring about
the Goldfields Act a little time ago in
regard to leases.

MR,. JOHNSON: One of the amend-
ments I desire to see introduced is to
make provision for that, and when the
amendments do come down I shall do
my best to get a little justice for the

ialluvial worker. I desire to protest
against the present system of giving no
assistance to the prospector. There is
what is called a prospeci ing vote at the
present time, but it is only used to
develop a "show" after it is found. At
the present time no assistance is given
by the Government to open up new
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country. The first time I spoke in this
House I moved a motion that, in the
opinion of the House, the Government
should assist the prospector by supplying
him with camels; but the Ho'use, at that
time, thought I was initerested in some
particular prospecting syndicate, and
negatived the motion. During the recess,
a party of prospectors, including one who
is well ln-own to many members of this
House, M1r. Frost, waited on me and
asked if I thought the Government would
lend then) two or three camels to open
up a strip of new country that Sir John
Forrest often had referr-ed to as being
equal to Coolgardie or Kalgoorlie. Mr.
Frost is one of the ablest prospectors
we have ever seen in this country, and he
wanted to open up this land, and I wrote
to the Mines fepari inent asking for
camels, but the department replied that
they bad no caimels to assist prospectors
'with. This is a bad state of affairs. It
is good to assist the prospector after he
has discovered his -show," but it is far
better to assist the genuine prospector
when he is going to open up new country.
Thousands oif miles of new country have
not been prospected, and I hu pe the
Minister will do something to get the
assistanice of Parliament to help the
prospector, aso I believe there are any
number of men who would be pleased to
go out into new country if they could get,
a few camels.

Tan MINIsTER Fon Mixes: The fault
lies with the House, not with the Govern-
ment.

MR. JOHNSON:± I recognise that,
because when I brought my motion
before the House it was defeated, and I
based that defeat on the fact that the
Minister could not supply the camels;
still, I hope this session something will
be done to assist genuine prospectors.

MR. MORGANS: Your proposal was
beaten on the Government side of the
House.

MR. JOHNSON: It was beaten on the
voices. I was afraid to go to a vote
because I thought my motion would be
negatived. I desire to say a little also
on a question which was referred to by
the member for Hannans (Mr. Reside).
It is in reference to the goldfields allow-
ance to the police. During the debate on
the Estimates last session, we were
in formed continually, when we desired to

reduce votes, that it was useless to do so
because the money had been paid in June.
This was during the debate in January
and February. In face of the fact that
we were told by Ministers when we were
trying to reduce the votes that it was no
use trying to do so, because the money
had been paid from the 1st July, when it
was decided to increase the goldfields
allowance to the police, the men were
only paid the increase from the lot
January, whereas the vote was passed to
come into force on the 1st July last year.
I mintain the Government have not
acted justly with these men, and we all
know the police are very poorly paid. An
increased goldfields allowance is highly
necessary, and the House, recognising
this, decided that they should have the
increase fromt tbe ]st July, yet the
Government only allowed the 'increase
from the lot January. I trust the Gov-
erment will reconsider this matter and
decide to pay the men from the lst July,
as passed by the House. In reply to a
question put by me to-day as to the
uneniployed, the Premier points out that
it is utterly impossible to stem the influx
of labour from the Eastern States at

p resent, owing to Federation; but I would
hketo say that we could do so if the
Government would only " put their foot
down" aud appeal to the Federal Parlia-
mnent to stemn the influx of Italians. The
Italians are coming iu exactly as they
were when a motion was brought forward
by the Labour party last session, and
the Government could, by taking ant
interest in this question, stem the influx
of this labour. At the present time we
have on the goldfields niumbers of
Italian labourers working, while there
are hundreds upon hundreds of Britishers
waiting for empIloyment and unable to
get it. And where we fid thousands
of men waiting for employment, one
can only find a few Italians amongst
them.- Many Italians are allow ed
to come into this State regardless of
whether they speak English or not, and
obtain employment on the mines and
elsewhere, wh~ile Britishers can go with-
out work. The Government may not be
able to stem the influx of people from the
Eastern States, but they can stem the
influx of Italians. In closing my remarks
I desire to appeal to the Government to
do a little in establishing some benevolent
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institution on the goldfields. At the
present time we have inistitutions of all
descriptions on the coast, and they are
contributed to by people living on the
goldfields, yet the fact remains we have
not a convalescent institution on th gl-
fields. True we have our hospitals, aD
it is in connection with hospitals thtw
find it necessary to have a convalescent
home, or something of that kind, on the
fields. Speaking of Kalgoorlie, the hos-
pital there is continually overcrowded,
and immediately a man is anywa~ well,
in fact practically before he is wel, he is
put out into the street.. There is no
place for him to go to, and in many cases,
owing to the small wages paid to the men
on the mines, a man has no money to fall
back on, and be is left to the tender
mercies of his friends to keep him.
Repeatedly these men are cast out from
hospitals with nowhere to go to, and I
trust the Government will do something
towards the establishment of a convales-
cent home at Kalgoorlie in connection
with the hospital. At the present time
it is a disgrace to the country that there
is nowhere for a man to go when he
comes out of a hospital. He is unable to
work, and unless he has friends to go to
he is cast adrift in the street. I trust
the Government will do something to
assist these men on the fields.

MR. A. E. THOMAS (Dundas): The
Minister for Railways, in his speech on
the amendment, made a big song about
the increase of the railway rates making
very little difference, and he asked any-
one who objected to that increase to give
an instance where the increases vitally
affected anyone. T thought I had given
the Minister instances before he made his
statement. The Minister went on to say
that on some lines the increase only
amounted to 59. a ton. I need hardly
point out to members that s. a ton on
chaff is equivalent to paying a tax on
land of 5s. an acre, because the average
crop of chaff is approximately one ton to
the acre.

MR. DIAMOND: Then the farmer pays
the tax ?

MR. THOMAS: The consumer pays it
all the time.

Mui. DIAnrOND: But you said it was an
extra tax on the farmers.

MR. THOMAS: I said 5s. a ton on
some items might not seem much if you

look at it casually, but analyse it in any
Iway and you see at Once it is a tax of 5s.
an acre which the consumer has to pay.
I read some figures to the House before
the Minister for Railways made his
statement, but apparently no one was
vitally affected byr this apparently small
increase, so I will repeat the figures
again, because perhaps the Minister was

*no t present when I quoted them before.
I have in my hand, as I had at that time,
a statement showing the amount paid
last year by one mine in Kalgoorlie under
the old rate. It amounted on 6.162 tons
to X11,798. Under the new rate the
amount would be £14,388, or adifference
to one mine alone of £2,595. I do not
want to repeat any figures which I used
before; I donot want to repeat any
arguments which I used before; but I
cannot help repeating these few figures,
for apparently the Minister was not

*present when i quoted them, or he would
not have made the absurd remark that
the paltry' increase which the Government
had put on had apparently affected no
one to any extent. The Governme~nt
propose to bring a Bill before the House
this session for the appointment of two
other Railway Commissioners. I have
tried to gather as far as possible from
Ministers who have spoken what their
intentions are regarding the control of
the railways, and I fail to see exactly
what their policy does mean. This I do

*wa~nt to say, that as far as I myself
am concerned, if their policy means
placing the railways absolutely under
non-political control, they will receive
my vote and my support. If, how-
ever, it meaus partly non-political con-
trol and partly control by this House,
I shall oppose it in ever 'y possible way.
Before passing from the railway question
I should like to say a word or two in
regard to the accommodation provided

ifor members of Parliament when travel-
ling in this State. Last siession the

*Colonial Secretary (Hon. WV. Kingsmill),
who was then Minister for Railwa% s, was
approached on the subject. Several
members of Parliament, myself among
the number, travelling to Perth during
last session in order to attend to our
duties in this House could get no sleeping
accommodation. We rnentionedthermatter
to the then Minister for Railways. At
first, it was thought advisable to move a



Address-in-reply [6 Arorsv, 1902.] Eighth day. 871

motion affirming the desirability of grant-
ing the request of members in this con-
nection ; but finally it was decided that
instead of wadting the time of the House
over a motion of the kind, it would
be better, as well as simpler, to present
to the Minister for Railways a requisition
signed by' the majority of members of
both Houses; since such a requisition
could be taken as tantamount to a reso-
lution of both branches of the Legisla-
ture. The requisition was signed by
something like 80 per cent. of the mem-
bers here and in another place. The
very moderate demand made was that a
member should have the right of reserv-

ing a compartment to contain not less
than two, and not more than three
persons. If the compartment were
occupied by three persons, one could
sleep on either seat and the third could
sleep on the floor. This is not a big con-
cession to grant to men travelling on
parliamentary business. The requisi-
tion distinctly stated, moreover,* that
none of the signatories had any de-
sire or intention of exercising the
privilege, if conferred on them, in
connection with a crowded train. How-
ever, the request was refused. I brine
the matter up again at this opportunity.
and I sincerely trust that the present
Minister for Railways will see fit to do
something in the matter. I may remark
that only the night before last another
member and myself had an experience
similar to that wvhich I brought to the
notice of the Minister for Railways during
last session. Turning now to consider the
civil service, I note that we have at the
present time a Royal Commission sitting.
The Government during last session
promised radical reforms in the civil
service, and I for one sincerely trust that
the report of the Commission will be
available at an early date, so that the
Government may proceed with the work
of reform without delay. Every member
of the House, I think, wvill agree with me
that there is urgent need for reform in our
civil service. I say unhesitatingly that
to-dayr this country is overtaxed. I say
emphatically that a country with a small
population like ourns, a country which is
not constructing big public works out of
revenue, should find an annual revenue of
at the most two and a quarter millions
ample for all purposes. During last year

we raised three and three-quarter millions
in taxation, and we have spent practically
nothing out of that revenue in public
works. Notwithstanding the promises
given to reduce expenditure and to seno-
mise in administration, I fear we shall
find in a few weeks time, when the
Estimates are brought down, that there
is increased expenditure in every depart-
ment and that: tbe number of civil servants
has been augmented. Apart from this
supposition, T cannot understand the
enormious increase in the expenditure
during the last twelve months. I main-
tain that the country's business resembles
our own private businesses in that a
tremendous income is likely to lead to
extravagance, and farther in the circum-
stance that ifeconomy has to be effected
it generally is not effected until abso-
lute necessity compels a reduction of
expenditure in order to save the very
existence of the business. For years
past we have had reckless expenditure
and reckless taxation, and I do sincerely
trust that the Government will see fit to
reduce railway rates, will see fit to reduce
taxation generally, and farther will see
fit to adopt that policy of economy in
administration and reform of the civil
service oif which we have heard so much,
in order that our small population of
little more than two hundred thousand
people may not coutiuue to be mulct 6y
the State at the rate of approximately
£218 per head. In the course of this
debate a remark has been made that the
goldfields are opposed to and do not want
the Coolgardie Water Scheme. indeed,
I fancy I have heard a goldfields member
say something (if the kind. On the other
hand, I certainly maintain that the gold-
fields are practically unanimous, and
have been so for some time past, in
regard to the scheme. In its early days,
true, some mining men at Kalgoorlie
were opposed to it; but to-day it is certain
that mine managers will be large custo-
mers of the scheme. The mine managers
are urging to the utmost of their power
the early completion of the scheme ;
indeed, they inquire almost every week of
the Government when they may expect
the scheme to be finished, as they want
the water, and want it badly. I empha-
sise the point because it has been stated
that the goldfields do not want the water.
That statement, I say, was not war-
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ranted, and is not in keeping with actual
facts.

MEMBER: Who made the statenient?
Mu. MORAN: Kanownat.
Ms. THOMAS: I cannot say who

made the statement, but certainly it was
made by same member.

MR. HALSTIE: I said so, and I say it
again.

Ma. THOMAS: Well, I say that
statement is not in keeping with facts.

Me. JicoBny Oh, that is nothing
fromn the other side of the House!

MR. THOMAS: I1 trust all expedition
will be used in the matter of reticulation,
so that the water may he made available
as soon as possible. I hope, also, that
the Government will seriously consider
the question of the price at which the
water is to be sold. [Mn. HOPKINS:
Abi!] If the price is fixed at 8s. or 10s.
per thousand gallons, the water will be
used for domestic; purposes, true, in
preference to condensed water, the price
of which is 8s. or 10s. per hundred
gallons; hut, in order to get large cus-
tomners who will use the water in mining
and cyanide operations, the price must
not be fixed at 8s. or 10s. per thousand,
because those who use it can get salt
water to-day at from 49. to 5s. per
thousand gallons. I maintain it is much
better to sell a great deal of water at 5s.
or 68. per thousand gallons than to sell a
comparatively very limited quantity at
los. per thousand gallons. The country
has to bear heavy taxation by reason of
the existence of the scheme, and there-
fore every care must be taken t0 make
the scheme payable. That end, I urge,
can be attained only by reducing the
price of the water to the lowest possible
limit.

MR, ETASTIE: Will the scheme pay at
5s. a thousand ?

Mn. THOMAS : Sir John Forrest
estimated-and his estimate was placed
before the House-that the water could
be sold at 3s. 6d. per thousand gallons.

SEVERAL MEMBERS: No.
MR. THOMAS : Sir John Forrest

made that statement and repeated it only
a few short weeks ago, during the visit
of the Commonwealth Premier, in the
Perth Queen's Hall and in the Fremantle
Town Hall. Sir John Forrest's statement
was that the water should be sold for

3s. 6d. per thousand gallons. My own
view is that 3s. 6id. is too low a price.

MR. DIAMOND: Sir John Foirest said
the water could be delivered in the reser-
voir at Coolgardie for 3s. 6ld. per thousand
gallons.

MR. THOMAS: My principal reason
for referring to the matter is, that I was
one of a committee app~ointed to inquire
into the question of price and probable
consumptionontheiines. I am cnvinced
that if the price be made from 8s. to I~s.
per thousand gallons, the mnes will not
be able to use the water for battery and
c~yanide operations. If the price call be
fixed at about 5s. per thousand gallons,
the whole of the mines will use the water,
not only for their boilers, but also for
battery and cyanide purposes.

MR. JAcoBY: How much canl they useP
MR. THOMAS: 1 could give a great

many figures on that point, but I believe
the House does not want me to deal
farther with figures. Before passing
from 'the matter, I have to say that I
should have been glad, for the sake of the
fields, if some Minister had during the
debate given us just a rough idea of how
the Government propose to deal with the
water si) soon as the scheme is completed.
Gold~fields residents naturally are exceed-
ingly anxious to know how the water is
to be got to their houses and to the mines,
and in what manner they are to pay for
household consumption. Personally I
should like to see boards constituted to
lay water on to the various houses, and
to charge a minimum rate to everyone,
whether he use the water or not.

MR. DIAMOND: That system worked
very badly in Victoria.

MRn. THOMAS: The boards should
fix a rate. for a minimum quantity, and
any water used in excess of that minimum
might be charged at so much per
thousand gallons.

MR. DIAMOND: Water boards have
worked badly all over Australia.

MR. MORAN: They' are not working
too well in Perth; are they.,

3MR. THOMAS: The peculiar con-
ditions obtaining on the goldfields will, I
think, enable water boards to -work to
distinct advantage. AT any rate such is
my opinion. Next, as regards redis-
tribution of seats, having looked into
the matter most carefully during the
recess, I cannot rise in this House and
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advocate, as I did before my constituents
when seeking election, a scheme of
redistribution of seats strictly on a
population basis. As soon as a thorough
investigation of the matter compelled me
to alter my' opinion. I went before my
Constituents and told them I had altered
moy views ; I said to them that after
having analysed the census returns I
could no longer consistentl y support re-
distribution of seats on strictly a,
population basis. Al] hon. members will
grant that the goldfields have been of
enormous advantage to the State, and
that the parliamentary representation to
which the goldfields are entitled cannot
be judged absolutely' and simply by the
number of people on the goldfields.
frSeveral interjections.', Many men resid-
ing on the goldfields have not their
wives and families living with them,
because the local conditions of life will
not allow them to do so. Moreover, it,
is to bie borne in mind that a considerable
proportion of the population on the coast
is settled there by reason of the opening-
up of the goldfields; sand the same
remark applies to an appreciable pro-
portion of the population in our agri-
cultural areas. I claim, therefore, that
under a redistribution of seats on a strictly
population basis, our industries, mining,
ag-riculture, or pastoral, would not receive
that measure of representation to which
theyarejustly entitled. My own viewof the
matter is as follows. I have not theleast
idea of what the intentions or proposals
of the Government are. I have heard the
opinions of the member for Cue (Mr.
1lingworth), with many of which I
agree; but, putting it broadly, I think a
third of the representation in Parliament
should go to the mining industry; that
is gold, copper, tin, and coal mining, or
indeed any other form of mining.

MR. JACOBY: The mining industry has
a third now.

MR. TROMAS: A third should be
given to theagricultural, pastoral, and tim-
ber industries; that is to say, to the laud;
and the remaining third should go to
the ports and to the metropolitan areas.
The system of redistribution I propose
-is equitable,' I think, and moreover
approaches as nearly, to representation on
a Population basis as the country* dare go.

MR. HASTIE: How would Dundas fare
under that system ?

I AR. THOMA S: I may inform the hon.
Imember interjecting that my constituency
Iwould be entitled to a representative if it
ihad no mininsr, and would also he entitled
Ito a representative if itbad no agriculture.
Moreover, on strictly a po~pulation basis
My district would still retain one mem-
ber of the 46 proposed by the Govern-
ment, aud would have a few votes to spare.
But if it meant that my constituency was
to be wiped out, that wvould be to me a
matter of perfect indifference. Neverthe-
less, I maintain that if one carefully
analyse for oneself the census ret urns of
this State, and divide them under the
three heads I have indicated, it will be
seen that we cannot in justice to our
industries pass a Redistribution of Seats
Bill on a strict population basis. I
understand the Government propose
merely to reduce the membership of this
House to 46, and to make a radical
reduction in that of another place. Well,
it is a matter of opinion whether another
place will consent to our membership
being reduced by four only, and theirs
by a much larger number. Personally, I
agree with the member for Northam (Hon.
G. Throssell). I should like to see the
membership of this House. reduced to 40,
or at the most to our old number, 42. 1
do not advocate a reduction of members
on the ground of economy; I think it a
farce to advocate such reduction on that
ground purely, because the economy
effected. by abolishing four constituencies
would be £800 a year; and surely no
one will ask us seriously to consider a
reduction because of that paltry saving.
I advocate a reduction in membership in
Order to expedite business, and for that
reason solely. I do not for a moment
advocate a reduction to 40 because it will
save 10 members at £200 a year. I
should like to see the Government bring
in a proposal to reduce the membership,
and also to increase the pay of menibers
of this House from £200 to £300 a year.

MR. MORAN: Do you mean that?
1 Ma. THOMAS: Most emphatically,
yes.

Mt. MORAN: That is not economy,
either.

MR. THOMAS: I say T do not advo-
cate reduction for the sake of economy ;
it is an absolute farce to ask for the
reduction on the ground of economy
only; but I have always maintained and
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always will maintain that £200 is not
sufficient pay for a man who gives up the
time necessary for the affairs of this
House, and is in his seat to properly con-
duct its business; and that the pay of
members of this House should be at the
very least £300 per annum.

MR. MORAN: That is not much, con-
sidered as remuneration.

MR. THOMAS: Regarding the amend-
ment of the Constitution, I hope that in
amending the Electoral Act the Govern-
ment will see fit to eliminate the pro-
visions contained in the last measure,
compelling the whole of the votes to be
sent to a central polling-station. When
first I spoke in this House, I tried to
show the absurdity of that in my own
constituency. There were other con-
stituencies very much scattered where the
result was even worse; and I certainly
think provision should be made that the
returns from each polling-booth shall be
notified by wire, while, if necessary, each
returning officer shall be under a pledge
of secrecy. If anyone were afraid of
having the vote for each separate district
declared separately, the returns could be
sent to the central polling-booth, and the
central returning officer need not declare
the numbers until all had been sent in;
and then no details need be given. I
understand that in the new Electoral Bill
now before the Federal Parliamient, pro-
vision is made for voting by post; and I
trust our Government will see whether
that plan can he adopted at our State
elections; because in some of our con-
stituencies the distances from the central
polling-station are great, and unless
something of this sort be done, some
electors will have no chance whatever of
recording their votes. There are parts of
my own electorate where, if notice of
an election was sent out, a man mighbt
possibly be able to vote in time for the
next election, but not before. We have
heard much of efforts to setitle people on
the soil. I have been in this House about
I8 months, and ever since my advent
have been tryingto get land inmyiown con-
stituency thrown open for settlement; and
Iam pleased to as*y, after having spoken on
the matter with considerable frequecy
and asking about 50 questions in regr
to it, I have at last received a reply that
this land has been thrown open. During
the week after my first elCeti, when I

was in Perth, I received communications
from various people in my constituency
asking me to help) them in their applica-
tions for settlement on that land. I had
repeated interviews, but nothing could be
done. Some of those men have since left
the State for good, because they were sick
and tired of waiting to be allowed to get
on the land they wished to select; and I
trust that in throwing open new districts
where applications have been made by
men desirous of settling, more expedition
will be exhibited than in the case to
which I have so often referred in this
Rouse-the Grass Patch and Salmon
Gums district; and I hope also that where
land is locked up in pastoral leases, as
we find it locked up in my own con-
stituency, the Government w~ill consider
the advisableness, if necessary' , of com-
pensating the pastoral lessees where
repeated applications have been made for
that land for closer settlement And
regarding these pastoral leases, this
thought occurs to me about my own
constituency. As everyone knows, right
along the coast from Raveusthorpe to
Eucla there is practically one series of
big stations; and inland also there is
available land for pastoral purposes; and
I have lately seen the water difficulty
raised as an objection in the Eastern
States against the Transcontinental rail-
way, aud should like to see whether
something can be (lone, by offering
reward areas of laud for a certain number

Iof years, to encourage people in that
district to put down artesian bores.
Farther, I should like to urge the neces-

I sity, not only there but in any part of
I this country where there is, in the opinion

Of the Government Geologist, any like-
lihood of striking water, for spending as
much money as Parliament will grant in
sinking artesian bores and making wore
land available. I hope the Government
will exercise the utmost despatch in
putting up the rabbit-proof fence-
another subject on which I have said so
mnuch that mnemb~ers have twitted me
with being the " member for rabbits."
But there are now other members
with rabbits in their constituencies ;
and before very long probably every'
member will be blest with those rodents.
Years ago, the then member for Dundas
(Mr. R. A. Conolly) protested here
against the interminable delay in coping
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with that difficulty. There are at present
men in my' constituency who have sent
me most plaintive letters about the rabbit
invasion; men who have practically to
face the throwing up of the land on which
they have spent so much money, because
of the rapid rate at which the rabbits are
increasing, while there is no material
available for fencing.

Ma. MORAN: The present Government
have built a fence 10 miles long; and it
would take a, good bushman, let alone a
rabbit, to find that fence.

MRki. THOMAS: I do not for a moment
blame the present Government; because
this matter has been irged again and
again for positively the last 10 years, and
nothing has been done. But I do urge
the Government to procure fencing i-
tonial from wherever they can, to enable
khe people to the east of the proposed
line of fencing to enclose their holdinigs
if they desire to do so; because I under-
stand that no fencing material will be
available for those people till some time
after Christmas; and if the rabbits con-
tinue to advance as rapidly as within
the last few months, by the time that
material is available the people must
abandon their holdings and go elsewhere.
I was much surprised, on reading the
Governor's Speech, to find the Govern-
ment intend to adhare to the sliding-
scale. Last session I spoke on this
subject; I speak of it now, and will con-
tinue to 'speak of it at every possible
opportunity. I wish to see that sliding-
scale absolutely abolished, and will vote
for that every time. I wish particularly
to see the food duties wiped out at the
earliest possible moment.

MR. Monwm: Hear, hear. Go for the
food duties.

MR. THOMAS:- Last session the mem-
ber for Kanowna (Mr, Hastie) moved in
this House for their abolition; and we
find members of the present Government
opposed his motion in a solid body.

Mn. MORAN: What does that matter?
He supports them Still. Why should
they do otherwise?

Mn.. THOMAS: We have had the
Treasurer also (Hon. J. Gardiner) tell-
ing us cheaper living might mean cheap&r
wages, and that be wants revenue-thus
dragging a red-herring across the trail.
That statement was made both yesterda y
and to-day; but it differs widely from

those made by him and by the other
leaders who cardied on the great Federal
agitation in Westerii Australia. [MR.
MORAN: Hear, hear.] They were then
advocating that cheaper living would
come with Federation. That was one of
the main reasons why we on the fields and
those on the coast also were to throw in
our vowes for unio n; yet we finkd the mnen
who in those days were the strongest
advocates of cheaper living and of wiping-
out the food duties, now sitting on the
Treasury bench supporting the retention
of the food duties and of the Sliding-
scale. [Ma. MOR.AN: Rear, hear.] And
we find also that most of the rwildfields
members are persistently supporting the
Government, who absolutely refuse to do
anything to cheapen the cost of living on
the fields, who not only refuse to reduce
the food duties and abolish the sliding-
scale- -

MnR. RESIDE: What about the leader
of the Oppuisiti-in?

MR. THOMAS: But refuse to reduce
even the railway rates; refuse in every
way to make our burden of taxation
lighter.

Tsn MINISTER FOR WORKS: Who
says so ?

MR. THOMAS: We were told so
pretty distinctly by the ox-Minister for
Railways (Hon. W. Kipgsmill), when in
Kalgoorlie, And I say the Sooner the
Government alter their policy the better
for themselves and for the people who
have to endure this heavy burden of
taxation.

Mn. JXcoBY : Why should Ministers
alter their policy if they be supjported by
the goldfields members?

MR. DIANIOND: That is where the shoe
pinches.

MR. THOMAS: Last session we had
aselect cornmittee which devoted muc.h

time to considering this question of food
supply, the means of getting cheap and
wholesome food for the people. I was, a
member of the committee; I attended
several meetings, gained much valuable
information, and was able, in my own
mind at least, to come to the absolute
and final decision that the dutiesi
on the articles mentioned in the
motion of the member for Kanowna did
not give any, protection to thle farmers of
Western Australia. The agricultural
experts whom the committee examined
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told us most definitely that such duties
did not mean protection to them. Then
why, in all conscience, retain those dutiesP
They are not protecting anybody; they
are increasing the cost of living to the
people on the goldflelds, because those
people have not their 10-acre plots on
which to grow their own foodstuffs for
household consumption. Everything they
eat or drink has to be brought from 360
to 880 miles, and in some eases farther;
and in other cases there are 100 to 200
miles of cartage from the goldields rail-
way station.

MR. MORAN: High rates and higb
duties.

MR. THOMAS: I claim that we have
those high rates and high duties levelled
at the goldifields to make the goldfields
do what this Rouse has for years past been

2tryn to make themu do-carry on their
shoulders the whole of the burden of the

State; and I wish to give one warning with
regard to that matter. I have given
warnings till I nam sick and tired of
giving them. The member for Hannans
(Kr. Reside) remarked that the member
for Dundas was crying " stinking fish."
The mnember for IDundas, however, was
doing nothing of the sort when speaking
of the mining industrY. As to that
industry, there is no man more optimistic
than the member for Dundas; no man
who believes more in that industry; and
no man who has travelled more, probably,
through the district and seen the countr~y
for himself.

Tax MINISTER FOR MIN4ES: You did
not give that impression the other night.

[Interjections.
MR. THOMAS: If anything is going

to "1bear" the share market, if you will
consider that matter for a moment, I
think it will be the increased railway
rates. As I say, there is no main more
optimistic than I am regarding the great
gold-mining industry of Western Aus-
tralia, which is second to no country in
the world except the Transaal; but the
history of every mining country must of
necessity be repeated in Western Aus-
tralia, and in that connection I will be
only too pleased to repeat my argument,
and also I may say the argument of the
mnember for Hannans, that as you go
deeper and open wore ground. the more
your ore decreases. I appeal -whether
that was not my argument the other

night in speaking with regard to
the increased rates, that the amount
of production per ton was rapidly
coming down, and that the cost of

prdution was not coming down pro-
portiona-tely, and I gave figures for several
years showing a decrease year by year. I
stated to the House that the present
grade ore was worth only about X4 4s.,
and it was easy- to see that if it went on
decreasng unless the cost of production
was also lowered, a time would be
reached when companies working low-
grade ores would hare to close up
because working the mines would not be
remunerative. I am the manager of one
mine in Coolgardie where K4 dwts. pay.

am talking again now about that 5s.
per ton to which the Minister for Flail-
ways so sarcastically rrferred. I make a
loss on 7-4 dwts., and there is a difference
of 4s. and not 5s., which makes the dif-

i ference between employing 100 men and
giving shareholders a dividend, and
closing up that mine and s~ending the
men away. I have had to) close mines in
Western Australia because the limit of
production had been reached, and I tell

*the House again, as I told the Rouse last
session, and shall tell them on every

*opportunity I have of doing so, to beware
'What they are going to do with regard
to the mining industry. Let them beware
of piling up taxattion year by year and.
month h' month upon that. industry,
because otherwise there will rapidly
approach a period when the mines will
break down on account of the taxation
imiposed.

MR. DIAMOND:- No mining community
in the world had such facilities as West-
ern Australia in the early stages.

MR. THOMAS: T am glad to hear the
interjection. We know what the rates
are, and it may interest the hon.
member if I give him the rates for
mining machinery in other countries. In
America it is -512d. per ton per mile;
Germany, -794d.; England, 1-125d.;
Cape Colony, 2-34d. These are the
figures regarding some other countries,
yet we have the bon. member interjecting
that there are greater facilities in West-
ern Australia, than in any other country.

Ma1. DIAMxOND. T said in the early
days in the history of mines.

MR. THOMAS: I take this oppor-
tunity of urging upon the Minister for
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Mines the advisability of bringing before
us a consolidated in.'s Regulation Bill
and also a Gloldfields Bill. I see that the
Governor's Speech contains the words,
"and, should time allow, (f.) con-
solidation and amendment of the Gold-
fields Acts." I do not like to see this
portion of the proposed legislation
inserted in that way. I would like to
have seen it put definitely without those
four words, " and should time allow."
That is simply my reason for urging
upon the Minister the necessity of
bringing that Bill hefore us at an early
date.

MR. MORAN: It all depends upon
which side you look at it from. It may
not suit you w~hen it comes.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: I think it
will be all right.

MR. THOMAS: In regard to public
batteries, I would take this opportunity
of referring to a notice of motion on the
subject standing in my name, and also
another asking for certain papers to be
laid on the table in regard to it. I wish
to explain to the Minister for Mines that
I have seen for myself the papers re-
lating to the establishiment of a smelter
at Raveusthorpe, and I certainly want
that, if it can be arranged, those papers
shall not be taken from his office, but
that they' may be here in order that
members can study them, as I am Sure
I will have the support of almost every
mall in the House when I move my
motion that the system of public ore
treatment should be extended to the
erection of a copper smelter in the Phillips
River district. I would like to see that
experiment tried, if experiment it be, as
early' as possible, because I believe it will
be successful, and I would like to see it
started in the North-West also, where we
have big copper deposits. If the pro-
posal which I made to the Minister were
carried out. I do not see that there could
be any financial loss to the State. The
prospectors signed a petition that they
did not want payment for the copper ore
which they seat to the smelter, but would
allow the Government to deduct anything
they liked which they considered fair,
and would accept vouchers for the balance,
for which they could get stores or obtain
monetary consideration at the bank, and
they would simply be paid when the Gov-
ernment realised on the copper metal. I

also made a proposal that if the Govern-
ment erected a smelter, after they decided
what the cost would be a ton, 4s. or 5s. a
ton should be added in addition to a
suspense account in order to redeem that
plant within two years. I think that a
scheme of that kind could be tried with
advantage in Western Australia. The
smelter would cost at the outside X2,000.
[MEMBER: No.] I will make a firm
offer to construct for £2,000 a smelter.
I assert that, at the outside, a smelter
would cost £2,000 to erect. The pro-
spectors are prepared to receive vouchers
for the copper ore which they send in, so
that there is no possible loss to the Gov-
ernment on the falling in price of copper,
or any faulty analysis of the ore; and
they are prepared also to stand an extra
charge so that the whole plant should be
redeemed inside two years. I admire the
Minister for Mines for his refusal to go
on with that. It is certainly a fresh
experiment, and I simply make these few
remarks to induce members, if I can, to
think over the matter, so that they may
look at the other side of the question
and be prepared to come to the House
and freely and fully discuss this ques-
tion when I move that this system
of ore treatment should be extended. I
must take this opportunity of saying I
am entirely in accord -with the remarks of
the member for Hannans (Mr. Reside)
in relation to Sunday labour; and in
regard to the necessity for more inspec-
tors being employed on our goldfields. I
urge that not only are more inspectors
required to insure the absolute safety of
the men, but also, as a mine owner, I
advocate an increase to facilitate the
working of th0 mines. It is good for
both sides, and I trust the Minister will
see fit to appoint more inspectors upon
the fields. Before I close I would like to
say to the hon. the Treasurer that I hope
he will take seriously into question the
matter of tenders for goods. We threshed
this out last session, and I think the
House came pretty well to the conclusion
that we wanted to have tenders called for
both locally and at home, and that we did
not want to perpetuate that system which
we discovered last session to be in vogue,
that only a certain number were on the
list at home and people had to get the
permission of the Agent General for their
names to get placed on that list.
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Instances have occurred which mnight
lead a person to make nasty remarks.
Instances have been referred to in this
House regarding the tender system at
home, and one referred to which will bear
reference again is that brought up in this
House last session and alluded to in the
Railway Commission's Report in regard
to the Coolgardie Water Scheme. I
refer to those cast-steel rings which I
myself put pieces of wood through in the
Fremantle "1farm," and which the people
who made them stated in writing-and
the consulting engineer in London also
said so-were tested by water pressure
before they left England. It is a very
strange thing, if they were properly
tested under pressure in England, that
when they came here one could go down
and put pieces of stick through them.

MR. DinAoNu: Perfectly true.
MR. THOMAS: I think that every-

thing bought should be subjected to
inspection when it is landed in Western
Australia. We can have our man to
supervise the manufacture at home, but
if I order any machinery for my mine I
have a clause that it shall be guaranteed
or they are not going to be paid for it.
1 certainly think the same thing should
be done with stores we buy for the
Government. It is all very well to buy
things at home and for them to pass an
inspection at home. If they pass an
inspection at borne, they ought to be able
to pass an inspection here. I certainly
think we ought to buy things with that
provision, that everything they send to
us shall pass inspection when it is landed
in Western Australia. I was glad to
bear the hon. the Treasurer give us an
idea of what the Government had done
regarding practically our Savings Bank
in relation to locally inscribed stock. I
had a case brought under my notice only
a little while ago, and I had somie chats
with the late Treasurer in regard to the
matter, where money had been taken to
the Savings Bank and had been returned
because the officials said they could not
take it.

Mn. ILLI3GWORTR: It is not the same
question.

MR. THOMAS: t deals with the
same question.

MR. tLLnwWOaTn: No.
MR. TH0OMAS: They would not take

this money. They would not allow any-

one to pay in more than X150 a. Year,
and they would only pay 3 per cent. I
asked the then Treasurer to let them
pay in as much as they liked at 3 per
cent., because we get the money at less
than we pay for it at home.

MRn. ILLIINGWORTH: WE told you that
you could get inscribed stock.

MR. THOMAS: But they could Dot
*realise on it because of short notice. The
Treasurer told me we could get the
ordinary inscribed stock, and I am very

*pleased to see now that people who want
to invest their money are able, or will be
able in a short time, to go and buy' any-
thing they want in the way of inscribed
stock after paying a slight discount.
When you once get a portion of the
money it is practically a Savings Bank
principle, and a system which l am heartily
glad to see the Government introduce.
I must say in regard to the purchase (f
land, unless there is something under-
neath it of which I am not acquainted, I
entirely support the Government in what
they have dlone if they are certain that
the railway is going through there.

MR. MORAN: How can they be certain?
Mu. THOMAS: If it is going to be

their policy that the railway is to go
through there, and if their experts tell
them that the railway must go through
there, and if they have made up their
mind that that is the policy which they
will take, then even if the Government
break the idea they have of not using
Form J or if they broke anything else, if
they are going to get the best of the deal-
and the Government do not often do that
-1 will stand up in my place and support
them.

Ma. MoRNni That is a very dangerous
idea.

Mn. THOMAS: In regard to the
Estimates, last session we wasted a fort-
night or three weeks in discussing the
allocation of money which had already
been allocated and to a great extent
already spent. I would like to see our
system altered, so that when we meet in
a session of this sort the first business
undertaken should be the consideration
of the Estimates, and that none of the
money on the Estimates should be spent
until we have dealt with them. We came
here last session and spent two or three
weeks of our time, and I suppose we
shall do so this session.

[ASSEMBLY.) Righth clay.
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ME, MORAN: You ire supporting the
very opposite now to what you did a
Moment ag.

MR. THOMAS: It is a special case,
end special measures have to be taken.
To revert again to what I was saying,
we know that if a man was askedl to sell
his land to the Government, a jolly big
price would have to be given,

MR. DruAomn: The Government can
force themn to sell under arbitration.

MR. THOMAS: We have seen arbi-
tration in the past in Western Australia,
and we have seen how it has been
worked.

Ma. MORAN: Do you say that there is
no honest man who will give an awardP

MR. THOMAS:- I am. not going to say
anything of the kind. We know what
arbitr-ations have been in the past. In
regard to the Estimates it is absolutely
absurd for us, after nine or ten months
of the year have elapsed, to come here
and waste two or three week-s of our
time in discussing the Estimates, and
going through the items of the expendi-
tare. I would like to see the closing of
the year at a different period from what it
is now, so as to enable us to have the
closing of the accounts before us. Why' ,
the last report of the Auditor General is
dated 1809 for 1900. We certainly have
not lat year's report before us. We are
behind in our accounts. We cannot study
them nor our Estimates. We ought to
have our Estimates brought before Par-
liamient so as to enable as to finish with
them before the Government start spend-
ing the money.

Mn. MORAN:- When shall we have
them ?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:. In a. few
weeks.

MR. THOMAS:- I was glad to hear
the Premier tell us that he was no longer
an advocate of party government, al-
though his actions have been entirely
against the speech he wade in regard to
that matter. I am not a party man, I
never was, and I never intend to be; and
I simply refer to that to state again what
I have stated previously, that I came into
the House as an independent- a non-
descript, as some people are pleased to
term it by that word-and I intend, as
long as I stay here, to remain as such. I
shall give criticism where it is due; I do
not care where the member whom I am

criticising sits. 1 will say this, that the
Government have a magnificent majority.

MR. JACOoBY: On paper.
Mn. THOMAS: And we want the

Government -andl this country wants
them-to go ahead with their policy, and
to no longer tell us, as they have told us
repeatedly in the past, to give them time
to reorganse. Let them go ahead now
and work. I know last session the Gov-
ermnent might possibly not have done
things because they had not a working
majority in the House. But the Gov-
ern Mont h ave as big a maj ority n ow as i n
a small House of this sort any Govern-
pent could possibly ask for. And if they
do not go aheadl with legislation and do
somethinug it is their own fault, and they
can no longer blame the Opposition for
the delay of business. We had the cry
raised during the by-elections that the
Opposition prevented the Government
doing work. I was in the House
during the whole of last session and I
sat on the Opposition cross-benches at
the time with the majority, and I never
saw any violent opposition. I saw some
healthy criticism, and I know that some
members sitting in Opposition got up
and mildly criticised the Government,
and I know that other members on the
Government side got up and violently
criticised the Government. If the Gov-
ernment. had any opposition, the worst
came from their own side. If the Gov-
ernment are going to complain of opposi-
tion this session, let thecm take Nos. 1, 2,
and 8 of Hcxnsard and read through the
speeches made by memrbers on both sides
of the Hlouse, and they will see who have
criticised their actions most, those in
direct opposition, those on the Opposition
cross-benches, or those sitting immedi-
ately behind the Government or on the
Government cross-benches. If the GOv-
ernment have any opposition to talk
about it is from their own side of the
House.

MuteF ER, There is one over there.
MR. THOMAS: He has never been

violent in his opposition to any one, and
I say this finally before sitting down,
knowing the Government have a big
Maj ority I. sincerely trust they will not go
on giving us such pro mi ses as we had last
year, but that they will go ahead and do
the work, and I am sure the House will1
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support them in carrying the legislation
through at the earliest possible moment.

Mn. A. J. DIAMOND (South Fre-
m-intle):- I have no intention of speak-
intg at great length at the present time.
We have had a considerable flow of
eloquence indeed from some members,
and I have made great allowanr-e for
those members who are not in touch with
their constituents, and who, therefore,
think it proper to make speeches to their
electors on every possible occasion.

Mn. THOMAS: You want speeches
made to you, sometimes.

Ma. DIAMOND: But those of us
who are in touch with our constituents
I think ought as far as possible to re-
f rain from making any lengthy speeches.
I would like to say a few words about
the railway rates, and first of all, as far
as the goldfields are concerned, 1 will do
all I can to get the rates reduced as
much as possible; but as I said the other
night, I want to see the railways made
to pay first, and then let us talk about
reducing the rates. The member for
Dundas, in his anxiety to make out a
case for the goldields, unfortunately was
led astray 'when talking about living on
the goldfields. He instanced the ad-
vauced rates on mining machinery. I do
not know that the advanced rates on
machinery have anything to do with the
cost of living on the fields. They have
much to do with the cost of production, and
possibly interfere with enterprise; there-
fore If am opposed to increasing the rates,
on machinery. lIt is not always the mine
that is in existence that wants machinery,
but the mining prospector. The member
for Duindas gave an unfortunate illus-
tration. I do not think a five-shilling
rate on the farmer has anything to do
with the increased cost of living on the
fields; hut that is only a small point.
When I interjected about the superior
facilities offered to the gold producers on
the Eastern Goldfields compared to the
time the fields have been in existence,
the hon. member quoted somec figures
which I venture to say were very unfor-
tunate. He said the rate on machinery
in South Africa was 214W. By 2134 1
presume he meant 2-344. per ton per
mile-as near as possible 2,1d. per wile.
Now the distance to Elalgoorlie is 387
miles, and the South African rate would

*amount to £3 I5s, 3d., while the West
Australian rate is £3 8s. 5d,

Mu., Taioms: T[he South African rate
is not held up to us.

MR. MORAN; Take the American rate
of a half penny per mile.

Ma. DIAMOND: No one would com-
pare the conditions of the United States
with those in Western Australia, because

ininug in the United States was carried
on almost before Western Auistralia was
heard of. I aim taking a comparison
with a new country, and tbe member who
is the champion of the Southern Gold-
fields brought this illustration in-I did
not b ring it in ; and as th e hon. mnemnber
brought it forward I give the figures a
stated.

MR. MORANx: Mining in Australia as a
whole is older than in America, anyhow.

MR. DIAMOND: My reason for call-
ing the attention of the House to this
matter is to ask members when they dive
into figures that they should master their
figures first. Ml memhe-s in ibis House
a-re open to a considerable amount of
education on the subject of values, and I
ask members when speaki ng in the House
on railway rates and on, other financial
matters to master their facts and figures
'before they give them to us.

MR. THOTEAS: YOU have Only given US
One mining rate in Australia.

Me.. DIAMOND: That was the only
one the hon. member quoted.

Ma. THOMAS: I gave you onle in Wes-
itern Australia, of £6 6is. 3d.

MR. DIAMON~D: There is one other
little matter I would like to touch on, the
purchase of land, and I do so because
there have been some injudicious, unjust,
and unfortunate accusations interjected
by members. It ihas been directlvinsiu-
ated that members of the Rouse hasve
taken objection to the land purchases
because they are interested. As far as I
know there is ouly one member in the
House whose land was obtained from
him -

Mu. MORAN:. Under false pretences.
Mxz. DIAMOND: Well I do not know

what to call it. I know in one or two
instances there have been insinuations
about niy self, but my position can easily
be explained. There are four blocks of land
at Rocky Bay in the nme of Diamond
which have not been purchased by the

*emissary of the Government, and the mak-

[ASSEMBLY.] Bighth day.
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ing of this proposed railway will double
or treble the value of the land, yet I intend
to oppose the railway to the bitter end.
It has been said that the land has been

C heaply purchased. I would like to
correct the House on this point. I know
that a number of blocks have been pur-
chased at three or four times their value
at the present time, and I will give data.
One man I know haid a block of hind for
which he received £750. A neighbour
to this man has a precisely similar block
which must be purchased because the
railway cannot go through the pur-
chased blo~k without going through
this other block, and the neighbour
is willing to sell his land for X500. I
only mention this sc, that hon. members
should not makdi up their winds too soon.
These matters will all come up here, if
the proposed Railway Bill be ever brought
before the House. I must say, however,
that I do not believe the Government will
be so foolish as to introduce the measuire
at all. These land purchases form but
a trifling incident in a schemt, which, if
it should ever come before Parliament,
will receive at the hands of the Fre-
mantle members such a measure of
criticism as will, I venture to say, result
in its beiug laughed out of the House.
It is not worth while to debate theimatter
now: I refer to it merely because I con-
sider that in simple justice and ordinaryv
fairness the accusation brought against
various members, of feeling disappoint-
ment at not having been permitted to
fleece the Government, should be refuted.
I think I know more than most people of
who owned the lands purchased by' the
Government, and of the prices at which
those lands were purchased; and I sa~y
there is absolutely no groundl for the
accusation. I shall not detain the House
longer. We have already had ample
measure of discussion on the Address-in
reply, and I shall be pleased to see the
debate finished before the last train
leaves for Fremantle to-night.

THrE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): I desire to place on record
my slight tribute of respect to the
memory of my late chief and leader. He
was a good, and kind, and sincere friend
to me, and T have every assurance that
all members of this Hlouse share My
feeling~ with xegard to Mr. Leake's
sudden and most untimely death. As

for the debate, I think that in the
course of it much occasion has arisen

Ifor hon. members opposite to pray.
"Heaven save us from our friends."

Certain statements made last night by
the member for North Fremnantle (Mr.
Doherty) are such as call for the strongest
resentment on the part of the House.
The hon. ,member charged the present
Government with having stated, on taking
office, that we would search the depart-
mental pigeon-holes to see what horrible
things we could bring to light against
those who had been in power before us.
To that charge I give an absolute and
unqualified denial. It is on a par with
many of the statements made by the hon.
member last night. I should not like to
characterise those statements by unpar-
liamentary terms, and therefore shall
confine myself to saying that they were
misreprese~ntations, and gross misrepre-
sentations. The bon. member said last
night that Mr. Holmes, when Minister
for Railways, had absolutely refused to
give certain men employed on the railways
an extra shilling a day. The hon.
member knew perfectly' well that Mr.
Holmes offered those men a board of
arbitration; and the member for East
Kimberley (Mr. Connor) also knew, when
voting against the Government, that a
board bad been offcred to the men.

MR. CaNNon: I knew that the then
Commissioner absolutely refused to give
the men what he admitted they were
justly entitled to receive.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: Mr.
Holmes, as flommissioner of Railways,
offered the men concerned a board of
arbitration at that time; and the member
for North Fremuantle last night knew that
he was misrepresenting an absent man.
The House, I maintain, should resent
misrepresentation of that kind.

MR. CowNoit: You are guilty of mis-
representation now.

lrRB MINISTER FOR MINES: I
am not guilty% of misrepresentation. Ify
principal object in speaking to-night is
to deal with the mining industry in
general, and the administration of my
department in particular. Hon. members
generally, indeed every resident of thisvast
State, must regard the mining industry
us supplying the life-blood to every other
industqv we have. Everyone must agree
that all care should be taken to leave the
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mining industry unfettered, and that
every encouragement should be given to
its farther development. It is a matter
of regret to the Government that there
should have been necessity for increasing
the railway rates. At the same time I
can assure bon. members that the people
on the goldflelds agree with me when I
say that they demand first of all that the
railways should be made to pay. After
the Government have made the railways
pay and have initiated a good system of
administration, the goldlield s people hope
to see a reductiou in freights. I shall
deal fully with this matter later. For
the present, I shall turn my attention to
the mining industry, and to what I con-
sider ought to be done with a view to
assisting in the prospecting of new
country. It is well known that but little
prospecting is at present being done out-
side our chief mining districts, whilst
from reports, which bare come to hand
everyone must feel satisfied that rich
auriferous districts still remain to be
found in what is called "the never-never
country."

MR. THOMAS: You want some more
railways there.

THE: MINISTER FOR MINES:- The
time for the building of those railways
may not be far distant.

MR. TAYLOR: Oh, don't look at me!
THE MINISTER FOR MINES: Some

little criticism has been passed on the
refusal of my department to grant a loan
of a. number of camels to certain pro-
spectors. I myself have been criticised
on that score. I can assure the Rouse
that when the member for Kalgoorlie
(Mr. Johnson) introduced last session a.
motion affirming the desirability of allo-
cating to the Minister for Mines a certain
sum of muoney to be expended in the
purchase of camels which might be lent
to prospectors, that motion was abso-
lutely laughed out of the House. I
supported the proposal, but the late
member for Perth, Mr. Wilson, and
others spoke so strongly against it that
it was lost absolutely on the voices.
There was no chance whatever of the
motion being carried. I, for my part.
think that the Minister for Mines should
have allocated to him a certain sum of
money to be expended for the purpose of
assisting prospectors.

MR. MORAN: Under a proper System
of administration.

THE MINISTER FoR MINES:. Cer-
tainly under a proper system of adminis-
tration. I have available at the present
time a vote which I believe might be
utilised to a certain extent for the pur-
pose indicated; but, after the fashion in
which the motion of the member for
Kalgoorlie was treated hr' this House, I
do not think I should be justified-in
fact, I am sure I should be acting
improperly-in expending mone 'y in the
manner advocated by the motion.

Ma. TAYLOR: The motion was badly
drawn up.

Tiax MINISTER FOR MINES:- Then
the hon. member should have amenuded it.

Ma. TAYLOR: That *imotion was so
badly drawn up that it savoured of a
job; and that is the meason why it was
thrown out.

THn MINISTER FOR MINES: I do
not think there is any ground for such
insinuation. TVhe memhrer for Kalgoorlie
was asked to introduce this motion in the
interests of a large party desirous of
doing some prospecting. The hon. mem-
ber first sought the approval of the
Government. Indeed, I may inform the
House that certain camels belonging to
the Mines Department are now lent to a
very old prospector, who has, in fact, had
them for the past six months. That
prospector's records are always accepted
by the Surveyor-General:- I understand
that the Lands. Department regard the
records as of value. As Minister for
Mines I am assisting the prospector in
question with the loan of the only three
camels in the possession of my depart-
ment. I regret that we have not - --

MR. TAYLeR: Is. that prospector Carr-
BoydP

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: No;,
his name is Hann. He is travelling
through the hon. member's district at the
present time, try-ing to find another
Burtville. I really think that by exer-
cising care to assist only men whn are to
be trusted-not in the way somec hon.
members have advocated, by granting
them rations and possibly salaries, but
merely by providing them with an outfit
and letting them have the sole right to
any discoveries they may make, leaving
the State to gain a general advantage by
the new discoveries, and that advantage
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alone- some good may result. I repeat
that of course greatecare must be exercised
in selecting the persons to be assisted, In
the new mining regulations recently
gazetted, I have instituted a system
of granting reward leases. In the
old days I became aware of manny
cases in which men who had discovered
properties were cornpelled to give away a
large proportion of their interests because
they had not the money with which
to pay the cost of taking out leases.
Under the new regulations a man finding
a new line of reef at a, distance of not less
three miles f rom any working can take up
a lease and hold it for 12 months free of
rent and survey fees. The period of time
is extended according to the distance
from the nearest working at which the
discovery is made. If a man find a new
line of reef 50 miles away from any work-
ing, he will he granted a lease free of rent
and survey fees for five years. The right
is always resrved to the Crown of insist-
ing, before grating a, transfer, on the
payment of rent and survey fees, if the
les see has received valuable considera-
tion from the sale of his lease. T eonside-
these conditions very liberal. Farther,
we arx' making vigorous efforts to provide
good and sufficient water supplies on all
new finds. I think the Government can
have no better asset than a good water
supply, at any rate on goldfields. Every
effort should be made towards providing
a sufficient supply of water, so as to
encourage people to prospect new dis-
tricts. During the past year the Govern-
ment have done some boring and put
down wells at a place Called ,Iacoletti's,
some distance out of Southern Cross.
The same thing has been done at Jourdie
'HIills, and in this rase we have promised
the water to a local company conditionally
on its crushing ore for leaseholders at a%
fixed price. We are- now engaged in
endeavonring to find water at Balagundi,
and also at Lord Bobs. A large number
of bores have been put down, so far
unsuccesfully. Still, every effottis being
wade to provide a water supply for those
places.

Mn. MORAN: Better build a dam at
Balagundi.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Government are naturally following the
advice contained in the report of the
Engineer for Water Supply, though the

efforts made so far have not been attended
by success. Some few miles out of
Mensies a splendid supply of water has
been struck, and the samne remark applies
to Laverton and Burtville. We have
struck magnificent supplies of fresh water
at both these places. At Edjudina, and
on the road from Edjudina to Kookynie,
good work is being done; and with a
view to assisting the Kanowna people
the Government are erecting a pumping
plant. This is being done with a des ire
to facilitate the working of the area
known as9 the alluvial lead, and to help
the people to resume operations there.
Next, I comne to the system of public
batteries. I think I may reasonably
claim some credit for myself and also for
time officers of my department in connec-
tion with the administration of these
batteries during the time I have held
office. Not in a single instance have
charges been increased; neither have
facilities been lessened; and yet we have
done considerably better work than ever
was done in the past. Indeed, I am per-
fectly satisfied that unless there hail been
a radical change in the system, rarlia-
ment would have ref used to grant farther
supplits for the erection of State bat.
teries. In the first year of their existence
there was a toss of £97,000 on the
working alone; in the second year,
there was a loss of X7,600 ; but the
third year's working produced a profi
of about £740. The last result, shows
a difference of about £8,300 on the
previous year's operations. I can assure
the House that I tender my best thanka
to the officers of my department for the
exellent fashion in which they have
carried out my instructions. In the past
there was too much weakness. The desire
simply seemed to be to spend public
money, careless of how it was being
expended. f know of one place-I think
I have mentioned this in the House before
-where the whole of the employees were
kept on, month after month, without any
work whatever being done. When I
found that there was no stone to be
crushed at the battery in question, I
insisted on the men being discharged. I
like to see concerns of this nature carried
on in just the same fashion as a rman
would carry on his private business. The
result of the working of these batteries
has been that we have given to the pros-
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petrs of the country over £-400,000.
This has enabled men to work their own
properties, and I think a result which
mar be looked for in the near future is
that a large amount of capital will be in-
vested in the mines of this State by the
people of this State. We shiall need to have
less recourse to the British capitalist than
in the past. When the Estimates come
down hon. members will notice that the
amount I asked for last year in the form
of advances on tailings is considerably
increased. I am pleased to be able to
inform hon. members of this. All moneys
received from cyanide treatment hav-

ing to pass through the Treasury, I
have initiated a system under which
it is absolutely impossible for the
Government to be defrauded. If any-
one be defrauded, it will be the
people who are having their tailings
treated. The Government pay only on
the results of gold obtained-the results
we obtain from the Mint. As these
moneys have to pass through the Govern-
ment, they are made a sort of debit for
the time being againsBt the Mines Depart-
ment. Results so far have been parti-
cularly satisfactory. Up to the present,
the Government have realised over
£e20,000 worth of gold out of tailings
alone, and the price charge for treat-
ment, 10s. per ton, leaves a fair margiu
of profit to the Crown. There is no
intention of reducing the charge at the
present time. I trust that during this
session Parliament will vote farther sums
for the continuation and extension of the
system, which is aL good one, and has done
magnificent work for the prospectors,
enabling, them to retain their holdings.

Mn. T~ioMws -.The system has done
jolly badi work at Norseman.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: The
bon. member knows that good work is
being done by the system in his own dis-
trict as well as in many other localities.
I do hope the Government will be enabled
to carry the system a great dtal1 farther,
and so assist mainy ommunities which at
the present time are crying out loudly
for reduction plants.

At 6-30, the SPEAKEIL left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (con-
tinning): Wben the House adjourned, I

was enlarging on the advanitages which
have accrued from the working- of our
State batteries. I pointed out that
during the past year we have been able
to work these plants~ to the great benefit
of the small leaseholder and the pros-
pecter, yet without entailing any of the
loss which has been sustained in the
'past, buit on the contrary at a small
profit to the State. I make these re-
marks especially with a view of getting
the assistance of the House on a future
occasion in placing a farther sum on the
Estimates for this scheme In no way
can we better assist the mining industry,
especially our prospectors, than by erect-
ing, crushing plants in all our small
mining centres. In addition to the State
batteries, we have erected a tin-crushing
plant at Greenhushes. Some difficulty
was there experienced at the outset; buit
1 am pleased to state the plant ha.' been
erected, has been doing splendid work,
and should prove of great advantage to
the tin-miners of that district. Another
severe hindrance to the industry is to be
found at Phillips River. The member
for Duadas (Mr. Thomas) has announced
his intention to ask the consent of Par-
liament to the erection of a. snickter there.
Having procured many reports and
taken a deep interest in this question, I
can assure hon. members that I view the
erection, of a State smelter with serious
misgivings. WVe have had many diffi-
culties, and we shall1 have to consider
well whether such a smelter should be
erected, in view of the danger of its not
being a financial success. The Govern-
mnent have offered a bonus of £1,000
to any person who will erect a smelter
in the State; and we have since
decided that if any person or comi-
pan ' will come forward and erect a
good plant and treat the leaseholder
fairly, the Government will not be disin-
clined to increase that bonus to.£L.500.
lUp to the present we have had no
applications; and I am beginn ing to feel
it will fall upon the Government to erect
this plant. I have tried my best to aid
those who wrant to the Phillips River
field in the early stages of its develop-
ment. This year we have not insisted
on the rents being paid; 'we have granted
exemptions to the people, so that the
original holders of ground may be able,
in the event of a smelter being erected,
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to reap the full advantage of their early
work; but I fear the erection of this
smelter will devolve on the Government.
As I said, an bon. member intends to
move for parliamentary authority for its
erection ; but such expenditure must be
carefully considered. If the House
approve of it, I shall have great pleasure
in trying to make the smelter a success ;
at the same time, I feel satisfied there is
great danger in starting such a plant. I
think I have shown that much has been
done during the past year in the interests
of the early prospectors of those fields
and of the small leaselholders; and I do
not agree with some members who say
that nothing whatever has been done for
the capitalist. We have shown every
desire to help the investor by pushing
forward our railway lines. The Govern-
ment have decided not to enter upon any
extra loan expenditure at present, for we
must borrow to complete the works
already in hand; but it has been settled
that a portion of our surplus revenue
shall he expended on a railway from
Malcolm towards Laverton. I wish to
impress on the House the necessity for
this railway. The district is mainly a
low-grade country ; we have some very
large companies working there; and if
members consider the great expenditure
incurred by such companies in road

carriage alone, I think they will be satis-
fld to assist the Government in helping

this district. 'The Mount Margaret dis-
trict has, I think, a bigger mining revenue
than any other in Western Australia;
it is our second largest gold-producing
district; but many of the mines are very
low grade. Of some of them I have par-
ticulars. First, I take the Ohilde Hat-old
Gold-mining Company. The cost of the
machinery and plant was over £14,000;
and in road carriage, after the goods had
left the railway, it expended £80,840.
This is a large property, and one which
can be worked at a profit if reasonable
facilities be granted. It requires to be
able to get, not only its mining machinery
and stores, but its fuel and mining timber
also at a reasonable cost;i and when we
notice that out of £14,000 paid for
machinery and stores it had to expend
X3,840 in road carriage, we must perceive
bow difficult it is for such low-grade
properties to carry on. I have particu-
lars of the Mount Morgans Gold Mine

also. This has a very large plant, and
the owners have expended nearly £70,000
in machinery and stores. They have
spent £19,643 on road carriage alone, for
machinery and general plant for this
mine. Members must therefore under-
stand the great difficulty these companies
have in carrying on their work, when
such large sums must be spent to provide
machinery and plant. I have many
returns regarding similar companies, with
which I do not think it necessary to
weary the House. What we most espe-
cially desire to recognise is the large
revenure derived from those districts, the
large number of people employed by such
companies; and the great wealth which
the development of the companies brings
to the State; therefore, I hope no oppo-
sition whatever will be shown to the
Malcolm Railway Bill when it comes
before the House. It is eminently neces-
sary to open up a vast area of good
country. If we call for tenders, I think
we shall be able to get the line constructed
very cheaply, and I hope it will 1 not be
long before the iron horse is speeding
right away out to Laverton. Some objec-
tion has been raised to the increase in our
railway rates. Well, I think the gold-
fields people are just as desirous as
the Government that the railways shall
be made to pay. We consider they
should pay; and with a view of securing
better administration than we have had
in the past, we decided that Mr. George
should be appointed Commissioner. And
it was with great pleasure that I beard
the member for Northam's (Hon. G.
Throssell's) remarks last night, when he
stated that at the outset he had been
opposed to Mr. George's appointment,
but had at last made up1 his mind, from
inquiries made, that the appointment was
just and equitable. I feel quite satisfied
that the Minister who has been criticised
so harshly in regard to this appointment
will, within the next 12 months, receive
encomiunms from everybody in the
Chamber. I feel sure this appointment
is a good one. At the head of the Rail-
way Department we wanted a business
man. We had already our Traffic Manager
and our Mechanical Engineer, and other
engineers; but at the bead we wanted a
real, sound, practical business man ; and
Mr. George is that man. I am sure that
within the next 12 monuths membersi
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generally will be pleased with his appoint-
ment. Last night the member for the
Moore (Dr. O'Connor) was somewhat
critical regarding the appointment of a
State Mining Engineer, and suggested
that a selection might have been made
within the State. I may tell the hon.
member that if he went outside the cit~y
of Perth for some of his sanitary inspec-
tors, such a course migbt he conducive to
good government within the municipality.
And in regard to the appointment made
in my department, I feel satisfied we have
secured one of the best men obtainable in
the Australasian colonies. He is 1both a
theoretical man and a practical man.
Our mines are now getting right down to
the deep levels, some of them to 1,500
feet; the question of ventilation is very
serious; and there must be an expert at the
head of our inspectors of mines, so that
proper ventilation may in f ui ture beassured.
We have a moan who is highly spoken (if
in mining journals generally. There is
a report from the Anotralian Mfiaing
Standard, and it contains one particular
thing I Would like to lay stress upon.
He was a State mining inspector in Tas-
mani%, and in regard to this the report
to which I have referred says-.

It wan while holding this appointment that
by a cleverly-laid trap, into which the operator
incontinently fell, he exposed the Mount
Huxley swindle.

I think if we get men of this sort, of
high reputation, of good theoretical
knowledge, of many years' practical
experience, persons who are surveyors,
engineers, and mining men, the State
should feel satisfied with the appoint-
ments made. There is another matter,
in relation to the alterations as to mining
inspectors, and I was very pleased to
hear the remarks of the member for
Beverley (Mr. Harper) last night on this
subject. I take it as a compliment to
myself that not one of the -members of
the Rouse has produced to me the
circular sent to them regarding the
transfer of the inspector at Kalgoorlie.
I believe that in nearly every instance
that circular was thrown into the fire,
and it is very gratifying that members
do not desire to bring political pressure
to hear when alterations are being made
in our service. With regard to public
batteries, I would like to turn back for
just one moment to answer the remarks

I made by the member for Mount Magnet
(Mr. Wallace) in reference to the delay
as to the erection of a battery at
Boogardfie. I wish to assure the House
thaLt I do not want the member for West
Perth to be trying to be witty on the
floor of the House. I hope that when
the State expends some thousands of
pounds in the erection of permanent
plant we shall have good results, and
that we shall not have the closing down
of muills, the same as resulted in the last
three years, through putting batteries
in niaces where they were not wanted.
Theilion, member (Mr. Wallace) wanted
a crushing plant erected near another

crshng plant. I think that had it not
Ibeen for my personal inspection of the
district that plant would not have been
placed there. When I sent my supenin-
tendent to report in reference to this
work, he reported very adversely. Of
course, I felt then that I could riot carry
ou the worki, and I made a special con-
cession to the people of the place b y
reducing charges for crushing over a
certain distance. This was to lost for

Ithree mionths, and at the end of that
Itime we should be able to judge whether
there was sufficient ore to justify the
erection of the plant. That mieant a
delay oif five months. I sent another
inspector to report, and lie gave us a very

Igood report, and now we have decided to
erect a plant there. We have discovered
that there is an ample supply of water,
and the crushing plant has been ordered.
As soon as the working plant comes to
hand tenders will be called for the
erection, and I hope the hion. member
will not have to complain very much
longer about the erection of that plant.
To reference to the legislation proposed.
it is the intention of the Government to

Icodify the existing laws. We have the
1 Goldfields Act, the Mineral Lands Act,

and the Mining on Private Property Act,
and mny desire is to place all these in
one Act, so that any person conversant
with one will be conversant with. all. We
have separate regulations under those
Acts, and I think it is necessry we should
have those Acts codified and In-ought into

aerd with the requiremients of the State.
I malso getting machinery draft-d

with a view of having th mining
examinations placed. on one standard.
At Kalgoorlie, Coolgardie, Men7.ies, and
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all Over the State different systems have
been adopted. We desire to have three
examiners, and the examinations placed
upon one standard, due provision being
made for an extra first-class certificate.
If a man passes this examination he will
be entitled to be an engineer. We will
have first, second, and third-class locomo-
tive and traction certificates. We ailso
propose to bring forward an amendment,
or a. new Bill, in regard to the Mines
Rt-gufation Act. This is a Bill which
will require a great deal of consideration.
Members for the goldfields are very
anxious for the measure to be brought
forward, and there are many anomalies
which will be swept out by, that Bill. I
would like before sitting down to make
a. few remarks in reference to certain
criticismas. My friend next to me (the
Minister for Works and Railways) has
been very severely criticised, hut I
venture to think that since the hon.
gentleman has been a member of this
Government be has shown that he
possesses administrative ability' of a
very high order. One has only to see the
Estimates to observe the vast improve-
ment he has made and the economic
administration effected. Many thousands
of pounds have been saved by administra-
tion. I know that in the Works Depart-
ment alone in saaries lbe Lhas saved
nearly £4,000, nd in the maintenance
Or general1 administration something over
£28,000; and in the Architectural Depart-
ment. he has, made great changes, which
will mean that this department will be
carried out at much less expenditure in the
fixture than it has been in the past. J
think that some of the criticisms have not
been fair. Reference has been made
to memb ers passing from one side of
the House to the other. I remtember
that when I first came here I sat on
the Government side of the House, and
it took rue a. wuople of years to realise
that they were not as good as they should
be. The memnber for Mount Margaret
(Mr. Taylor) smiles at this sort of thing,
but he sat on this side of the House and
then went over to the Opposition side.
He may come back again. We have the
member for the Murchison (Mr. Nanson),
who was elected to support the Ministerial
party, now leading the Opposition. I do
not blame him for doing tbis, and I do
not think that members who pass from

otne side to the other should be so severely
criticised, provided they can always give
a reason for their action. As to the
member for Guildford (Hon. 0. H.
liason), I knew some six or seven days
before he crossed over that he was going
to do so. Members should be a, little
more generous with regard to their criti-
cism of things of this sort. When mem-.
bers allow themselves to be led by at
gentleman who sat as a suipporter on this
(Government) side ofP the House, they
should be able to show a little bit of
consideration to some of us who in our
youthful days sat on the wrong side.
With regard to the Minister for Works
(Ron. C. H. Rason), I think hie deserves
very great credit indeed for the manner
in which the Coolgardie Water Scheme
has been pushed forward. In saying
this I do not wish to detract in
any sense from the work done by a
previous administrator and by his a~ssis-
tants. They did great work, and work
for which the country should be always
thankful. But at thiesame time thelhon.
member for Guildford did show special
administrative powers, and pushed that
'work on to a far greater degree than it hadi
ever been pu shed on before. [Interjection
by Mir. TkYLOn.] The member for PUl-
barra (Hon. W. Kingemill) was only there
for a couple of months. Members seem to
think you can enter into R. department
and that the first thing you are going to
do is to upset the work going on in it.
In my opinion any Mi nister taking
charge of a department who is going to
make changes immediately must put his
hand on a very sore spot, or he will fa.11
into a6 trap. It takes many months to
satisfy one that things are not being
worked as they should be. Reference
ought to be made to the sliding-scale,
and the Government have been asked to
abolish this. I have travelled through
the goldfields a good deal and I have
always told my constituents, and the
constituents of the hon. member over
there, that I thought it would be dis-
honest on the part of those who induced
the people of Western Australia to enter
into the federal compact., if they did not
comply with that compact. We who
espoused the federal cause are bound to

tacopact, and for my part I feel very
strongly on the subject, Although I am
satisfied that our revenue is great and
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that possibly it may lead us into some
extravagances, yet at the same time I
think when an honest compact is made
it should as nearly as possible be carried
into effect. If a proper agreement can
be made between some of the members
and the farmers, or those who represent
the farmers in this House, that certain
duties should he removed, possibly that
might be worthy of the consideration of
the Government. But for the Govern-
ment to take action and go away from
the pledges mnade some few years ago
would, I say, be absolutely dishonest, if
they dared to do so. There is only one
other matter I desire to speak on, and
I hat is in regard to our Civil Service Act.
Members in the Ministry have been
strongly criticised for not having made
great reductions in their staffs. I
would advise members to read that
Act, and see the power a, Minister
has to get rid of any servant whose
services he desires to dispense with.
It is almost impossible, no matter how
careless or even dishonest a civil servant
may be, to get rid. of him fromn the servie
without entailing a large amount of
expense and worry. I think, of course,
the civil servants should be protected to
a certain extent; but the present Act goes
too far, and I hope we shall be able to
bring in a different measure this year,
and give Ministers a greater power.
Ministeis are responsible to Parliament;
and if a Minister dared to exercise any
spite over any of these officers, and reduce
or dismiss any of them, hie would very
soon be called to book in this House. I
may just mention in regard to the Civil
Service Act that I was very desirous of
making reductions in my staff. I made
one reduction at Southern Cross. I
found that a warden was not necessary
there. In fact, he had about one or two
hours' work in a, month, and was costing
the state nearly a. thousand a. year, and I
bad to request him to retire. I had, under
our Superannuation Act, to pay that
warden £C1,200, which is an auiount equal
to the salary for nearly, a year and a, half.
I had, I say, to pay.£1,200 of the State's
money to get his resignation; and this is
the sort of Act we have to work under.
Yet you say we have to reduce our staff
or get rid of members of it. Our old
leader strongly advised the House to
repeal this Act, and I hope when we

bring down a Bill for the purpose of
amending the present measure we shall
get support from members of the House.
No matter how high or how low a civil
servant is, he will find some mnember to
come forward and take his part, and I
assert that. no Minister would dare to act
unjustly to any civil servant without
being very soon called to account by
members. I do not think I need refer
to any of the other matters which have
been raised. I generally confine mhyself
to my own department, and I musat thank
members for their criticisms of my work
during the past year. The Estimates for
the ensuing year will be on the table very
shortly, and I think members will then
see thut we did fairly good work during
the past year, and our promises have been
fairly cardied into effect.

MR. F. McJDONALD (Cockburn
Sound)- Speaking on the Address-in-
reply, I agree with mnany of the pain-
.Lraphs in His Excellency's Speech, and
with much that has been said in counectiou
with the mismanagement of the railways,
the appointment of the Commissioner,
and the high rates, therefore I shall say
very little on these subjects. Iicongratu-
la-te the late Minister for Railways on the
appointment of Mr. George to the position
oft Commissioner. We have had in this
State for a long time, arid we have at the
present time, many experts, a~nd it has
been said by severakl members that we
should have got an expert froin the other
States or from the mother country. I for
One am glad that we have got at last a
business muan, a commercial man, placed
at the head of our railway system in
Western Australia, and I trust Mr.
George will be given a very fair show.
and I believe he will give a good account
of himself in the future. Mr. George is
a man who has made a success of his own
business; he is a man of upright and
honen ruble character and I am suire in
the future he will. maintain th at charaeter
in 1 he Railway Department. I could
hardly imagine when this appointment
was intimated how the late Minister for
Railways came to wake the appointment.
I have been on many deputations to the
late Minister for Railways, and I hsrdly
ever heard the MXinister give a straight-
out answer that a certain thing would be
done. He would give-I do. not like to
say an evasive reply-hut he would say
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that lie would take the matter into con-
side rat ion.-

Ma. HARPER: That is very careful for
Fremantle.

MR. McDONALD: In connection with
Fremautle I have in riy mind's eye at the
pr-esent moment a piece of work which
the Minister Raid he would take into
consideration. I refer to the road and
bridge leading over the railway at East
Fremantle. The united commercial
men of Fremantle and those repre-
senting shipping industries met the
late Minister for Railways at the
spot where the br-idge crosses the railway,
and we asked that in place of the road
being built as at present, which is abso-
lutely useless and danigerous, that our
opinions should be given some little effect
to. The then Minister, now Oolonial
Secretary, said he would take the matter
into serious consideration. When Iheard
through the Press that the Minister had
appointed Mr. George as Cornmissioner 1
was agreeably surprised, and 1 hoped the
Minister had turned over a new leaf.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Tell us
about the bridge.

MR. McDONALD: The bridge, I
think, is a standiniz disgrace to the Rail-
way Department, for at the present time
it is useless for vehicular traffic. I hope
the new Railway Commwissioner will stop
many of the fads which the present
Mechanical Engineer is Carrying out at
Fremantle. In fact, at the present time
I am certain that thousands of pounds
art' being wasted in purely experimental
fads. These aire carried out, and the
wages are debited to expenses in connec-
tion with the bad state of the Fremantle
workshops. There used to be a few
hundred trucks in disrepair in the Fre-
mantle yard; hut at the present time I
believe there is a line of trucks on the
South Mole at Fremnantle about a mile
and a half in length. One of the fads of
the present Mec-hanical Engineer is that
hie imports bronze at £160 a ton, when
bronze can be made in the State at £60
a ton. Another of his fads is responsible
for the stationer-y account being about
£8,000 in excess of what it was under the
late Locomotive Su perintendent. The staff
in the clerical branch is in at thoroughly
disorganised state; the officers are dis-
satisfied with the conditions under which
they labour, and if any of the clerks do

*not hail from New Zealand they are
afraid to open their mouths. One other
fad of the Chief Mechanical Engineer is
that on every engine in the State he has
had new steam whistles attached. I do
not know that the whistles which were
placed on the engines when erected were
bad ; however, this is a very expensive
itemn to the State. Another expensive
fad of this gentleman's is that he takes
out all the fusible plugs of the engines
and others are put in ; and I believe each
one of these plugs-there are two on each
engine-cosls from £2 to .23. Last ses-
sion I brought under the notice of the
Minister for Works that contracts were
being let to local timber merchants for
Oregon timber. I believe at the present
time the Locomotive Department are
importing large quantities of Oregon from
America, and I believe the sides of the
trucks are imported in crates at an
enormous expense. I think this is one
of the matters that the new Commissioner
and the head] of the Railway Department
should look into, and see if the local
merchants are not able to supply this
timber.

MR. DiAMOND: Why not use jarrab?
MR. McDONALD: I am not prepared

to state whether karri or jarrali is suit-
able for the sides of the trucks ; but
I am given to understand that these
timbers are suitable. One of the extra.
ordinary fads of Mr. Rotheramn is the
soft-coal funnel. Experiments in con-
nection with this funnel have been going
on for a long time, ever since Mr.
Rotheratn came to the State, and I1 have
it on good authority there has been more
money spent in experimenting with these
soft-coal chimneys than would have paid
all the claims that would have come in
for bush fires during the next 80 years.
That is based on the estimate made
prior to the time when any of the soft.
coal chimneys were fitted on the engines.IIn connection with the eight-hours
system, I think this House was led to
believe that the Chief Mechanical En-
gineer and his staff would be prepared to
inaugurate this system, on the 1st of July.
They had from February in this year to
prepare for it; but at the present time
we find many of the drivers and firemen
working very long and excessive hours at
an advanice of 25 per cent. on their usual
wages, whilst scores of men are walking
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the streets of Fremantle and Perth. The
men are not anxious for these long tours.
Some of them are quite willing to work
the overtime, because it increases their
wages bill; bat the majority of the men
are oniy anxious for the eight hours
work. And I think if the Chief Mechan-
ical Engineer and his staffl gave this
matter serious consideration, and acted
on it, they could employ many more
men than they do at the present time.
These are a few of the items I trust
Mr. George will look into and settle to
the satisfaction of the State. I am quite
in accord with the paragraph relating to
the redistribution of seats. I trust the
reduction will be greater than by four
members. I hope the membership of the
House will be reduced to 40 at least, and
four Ministers. I think four Ministers
could do the work of this State very
well. It is administrative work that we
want, and not so much legislation. I am
sure if Ministers are given a very long
recess instead of the time that is wasted
in this House, they would be able to look
after their departments very much better
than at the present time. I am very
glad indeed to see the Fremantle harbour
trust is to be an accomplished fact in a
very short time, and in speaking of
that, I do hope that, instead of this
body being elective, it will be a nominee
body. There is a rumour around Pre-
mantle that a chance will be given to the
ratepayers of 1both Perth and Fremantle
to elect representatives to that body.
How far that is true I do not know.
My personal opinion is that this should
be a nominee board, one representative
being appointed by the Government,
auother by the Perth Chamber Of Coin-
merce, and a third by the Fremantle
Chamber of Commerce. Possibly there
might be a fourth representative
appointed by the local shipping; that is
to say, West-Australian owned shipping.
Such a board would, I think, do fairly
well for a start. I hope the new harbour
trust will not be burdened at the outset
with the cost of construction of the
harbour. Indeed, I question whether
the Government are able to show the
actual cost of the harbour works to date.
At the present time the newly-erected
sheds at Fremantle are returning a very
handsome profit, something like £1,500
a month. Therefore, if the harbour

board be given a fair chance, I am
sure-

THE MINISTER FOR WORS: 21,500 a
month, did you say?

MR. McDONALD: Yes, I think the
sheds are returning.£1,500 a month.

THE MINISTER FOR Woass: Nothing
of the sort.

MR. McDONALD: I have the infor-
mation on good authority. If the harbour
board be given a fair start, it will de-
crease the cost of handling cargo, and so
decrease the cost of goods to the importer
and also the cost to the consumer.
One matter nearly concerning my con-
stituency, which I should like to refer
Lo brirfiy, is the necessity for giving
better facilities for the discharge and
unloading of stock at Owen's Ane-bor-
age. The present method of unloading
stock f rom over-sea vessels is crude in the
last degree. A steamer coming from the
North-West ports has to anchor at a
distance of half a mile or a mile from the
shore, whereas it might with safety lie
alongside the jetty if a race were con-
structed so that the cattle could be run
into the yards of their r-espective owners.
Such a system would involve but little
risk. At present, the cattle have to swim
a distance of half a mile to a. mile, with
the consequence that when they are
lauded-if they do land, for there is great
loss from drowning - they are so exhausted
that they have to be killed immediately.

MR. DIAMOND: Those are the tick
cattle ?

AIR. McDONALD: Yes. I under-
stand that the Stock Department enter-
tain little or no objection to such a
relaxation of the regulations as will
permit of a steamer lying- alongside the
wharf and discharging cattle at Owen's
Anchorage. By sach a method, all theIexisting troubles would be avoided. One
of the Adelaide Steamiship Company's
boats, a little time ago, had to lie at
Owen's Anchorage for fouir days on
account of stormy weather, and then at
the last moment the captain had to slip
his anchor and get away as otherwise the
ship would have dragged. The difficulties
I have described are, no doubt, such as
the proposed harbour board would take
into consideration with a view to their
removal. The proposal to erect abattoirs
at Owen's Anchorage, or Robb's Jetty,
the name commonly used, has my
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support. The place mentioned would he
most suitable for the erection of abattoirs,
because oversea cattle could be handled
there immediately on being discharged,
and could be straight away despatched,
after being killed, to the goldfields or to
the inland towns. - I for one am pleased to
know that the Government intend to erect
abattoirs, and I trust that Robb's jetty
will be the place selected for their
erection. I 00111 now to paragraph 18
of the Speech, which states that the
Government have no intention of repeal-
ing the sliding scale. I am slightly
disappointed with this intention of the
Government ; but I was pleased to hear
the Minister for Mines say to-night that
if the advocates of the abolition of
the sliding scale and members of the
country party arrived at an agreement,
the duties might be taken off many items
such as bacon, butter, cheese, potatoes,
onions, and eggs.

MR. MORAN.- Why have not the
Government the courage to frame a
policy of their own in the matter? Why
should they want the House to frame a
policy for them ?

MR. McDONALD: I am interested in
the matter, and, carrying on as I do a
fairly large business, I know something
about it. I know what I am talking
about when I say that these high food
duties do press heavily on the wage-
earners of the State.

MR. MORNx: Hear, hear. Quite so.
MR. McDONALD: At the present

time it is impossible to buy, in any but
the smallest quantities, any; of the com-
modities I have referred to, with the
possible exception of the last three-
potatoes, onions, and eggs. I have tried
to buy local produce of the descriptions
enumerated, and do buy it whenever it is
available. I may inform hon. members
that during the present year I have been
able to purchase only 4Olbs. of locally
made butter. Therefore I do not see
why the Government should be anxious
to retain the duty on butter.

MR. MORAN:- The Government want
money to sling about in sops, in order to
rope in electors. (Ministerial laughter.)

MIR. McDONALD: During the past
18 months I have been offered only
aLIout half a tonl Of locally Produced
bacon. I have not seen any local cheese
since coming to the State.

Mn. JAcoar: Oh, go down to the
Yasse!

M EMBER:- Have you eaten anyF
MB. McDONAL;D: I do not think I

have eaten any. If I have, I did not
know it.

Ma. Jacony: If you haod, perhaps you
would not he alive to tell the tale.

MR. McDONALD : I feel sure that the
Government would be taking a step in
the right direction in remitting the duties
on the articles I have mentioned, and I
trust that when the subject comes -up for
discussion in the Rouse a majority of
members will vote for a remission of those
duties.

Mn. MORAN: In which case the Gov-
ernment would " climb down " gracelessly.

MR.. McDONALD: Some hon. mem-
bers may maintain that if the duties were
removed the storekeepers alone would
benefit; but competition is so keen that
it is safe to say advantage would
immediately be taken of the slightest
reduction in duties to cut prices. We
find that monthly about £87,000 is
remitted through the Post Office to the
Eastern States; last month, I believe,
the amount was £237,600. If the food
duties were remitted, many men working
in the State would bring their wives and
families to live in Western Australia..

Mn. MORAN: How Ministers' chickens
are coming home to roost!

MR. McDONALD:- I am pleased to
observe, also, that the dock which Las
been so long promised to Fremantle will
be an accomplished fact in a short time.

MR. MORAN: O.h, no doubt it has been
promised.

MR. McDONALD: The G~overnmnent
have now purchased the land required,
and so we may hope that th e construction
of the dock will be proceeded with
imm ediately.

Ma. MORAN:' You don't want land for
a dock; you want water.

MR. McDONALD: I wish to compli-
ment the late Treasurer (Mr. Ilingworth),
on a smart piece of business in buying
so much land in and around East Fre-
mantle for the proposed deviation of the
railway and the construction of a dock
at Preston Point. My personal opinion
is that while the Government have in
some instances paid very high prices,
they have in others secured land at very

Ilow prices indeed. I think the step taken
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is one in the right diretion, for sooner
or later the proposed deviation must
come. At the present time, the railway
bridge at North Fremantle is absolutely
unsafe.

Ma. MORAN: What about the jettyP
hs not that just as desirable as this
thing?

ME. McDONALD: The jetty will
come later. The Government hive its
construction in contemplation.

MR. MORAN: I do not see any miention
of it in the Governor's Speech. Come
over here, an4 you will get the jetty.

Tax SPEAKER: Order!
Mat. McDONALD: Another matter

which has been dangled for a long time
before the eyes of the metropolis and
Fremantle is a good water supply. I
hops the proposals of the Government in
this connection will become an established
fact during the present year. A good
water supply has been promised to Fre-
mantle and the suburbs of Perth, year in
year out. The municipalities have spoken
on the qugstion, and have expressed them-
selves as willing to assume control of the
business if given an elective board. The
municipalities are ready to undertake
the work if the Government will bring
in and Parliament will pass the neces-
sary Bill. This is a matter which
will appeal to every hon. member, and if
the Government bring in a measure for
the purpose indicated I have no doubt it
will pass through both Houses of Parlia-
ment. While ou this matter, I wish to
express the hope that the sumn of money
paid for the Perth Waterworks-some-
thing like £400,000-will not be debited
to the new scheme. If the new scheme
be set fairly going, it will, I feel sure,
return more than interest and working
expenses.

MR. CONNOR! What scheme ?
Mna. McDONALD: The Fremantle

water supply scheme. As for the Shops
and Factories Bill which is promised, I
think the great majority of business
men in this State are quite satisfied with
existing legislation on the subject. 'To
the cry raised by a few individuals that
existing legilation has created hardship,
it nosy be answered that any piece of
legislation will inflict hardship on a few.

MR. HiOHRAm: We have no Shops and
Factories Act.

Mn. McDONALD: No; but I refer
to the present Early Closing Act, with
which I am well satisfied, and which I hope
will be allowed to remain in force for
another year, at least.

MR, HroInr: W Ve need a Shops and
Factories Act., anyhow.

Ma. McDONALD: All the noisy agi-
tation against the existing measure has
been raised by one man.

Mn MORAN: The small shopkeepers
are raising the agitation.

MR. Mc DONALD: The agitation has
been started by one man. Nowhere,
except in Perth, has there been any agi-
tation for amendment of the existing
Early Closing Act.

MR. CONNOR: What about the dairy-
men :~They are all against the Act.

Mn. McDONALD: The agitation is
led hy a gentleman who has wade severtil
attempts to get into this House, but has
aLways been defeated. I trust that the
new treasurer will be as liberal as the
late holder of the portfolio in his treat-
ment of municipalities and road boards
throughout the State, in making up
the Estimates for the ensuing year.
No doubt these bodies are doing good
work, and any moneys intrus ted to them
are spent for the advancement of the
State. I have read with satisfaction the
report of the Royal Commission on the
Coolgardie Water Scheme.

AtR. MoRAN: That is more than many
members can say.

Mu. Mc DONALD: The Commission's
work has been very businesslike, and the
House is indebted to its members for
the report brought in. I trust that many
of the measures the Government have
prepared will become law during the
session.

Mu. 5I J. HIO HAM (Fremantle):- I
*desire to make a few observations on the
Address, and I take it hon. members will
realise, from my present position in the
House, that it is my intention to give the
Government all the support I can, to
enable them to carry out those pledges
which it has been impossible to carry out
during the last 12 or 18 months. The
Railway Department especially has come
in for much animadversion, and the
failure to reconstruct it has been laid
entirely at the door of the Leake Adniois-
tratioii. I do not think that blame is
justly laid there. I think the House -
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itself should take a considerable portion
of that blame, inasmuch as, since the
tea~ke Administration took office, they
have never been allowerd to fairly carry
out the promises and pledges they gave
when before the electors. As we are all
aware, the first Leaks Government lasted
but a short time; the intervening Morgans
Ministry lasted. not so long; and it is less
than a year since the second Leake
Administration assumed office and carried
on business with great difficulty during
the last session, until February of this
year. I give them credit for showing
some earnestness in attempting to carry
out their pledges; and I do not think we
ough t to blame them because they did not
succeed as we hoped and expected them
to do. [MR. CoNoR: What about the
Opposition ?] The Opposition must take
their share of the blame. I am glad I
was not in Opposition during last session.
Much has been said of the railway rates.
Ini my opinion, their micrease was justi-
fied when it was made; and I. hope it
will at all times be the aim, in adminis-
tering the railways, to fix rates on, such
a basis as will absolutely insure that no
deficit will appea r in the railway accounts.
And if by good fortune there should
happen to be a, fair surpls, many means
Cain be found to utilise that surplus for
the benefit of the whole community,
without throwing sops to the different
constituencies, as recently suggested in
respect of the sliding scale by the mem-
her for WAest Perth (Mr. Moran). Our
railways have not beeii built as permia-
nrent railways; not a single line in the
State can be considered permanent; and
if we take even the first section between
Perth and Fremantle and look at the
immense sum which has had to be
expended on it from loan account to
make it adequate for the swifter and
heavier traffic which now p'asses over it,
we shall realise that this section and
every wnile of railway in the country must
require the expenditure of immense sums
year after year, and these sums we cannot
continue to borrow and to expend from
loan account.

MR. Jkcoar: You have got all you
want at Fremantle.

MR. H IGHAM: We certainly have not
got all we are entitled to, even if we have

.all we had the cheek to ask for.

MR. 'MORAN: You have not yet the
Jandakot railway, promised for the last
ten years.

MR. HIGHAM: I must admit I do
notaltogether approve of Mr. George's
appointment. But for all that, the
appointment was mnade; it cannot be
cancelled without farther involving the
department; andi although I think the
]etter rather than the spirit of the Rail-
ways Act of 1878 was considered in
making the appointment - although a
mistake has been made, and we shall with
great interest watch Mr. George's career
-1 stiUl hope his appointment will in the
end prove a success. [Ms. JAcoGyr. We
all hope so.] I believe several members
ha~ve gone to considerable trouble to
inquire as to Mr. George's success so far;
and if their opinion is of any value-

MR. MoRtAN: Every man who gets his
truck says, "R ooray for the new man."

MR. HIOJIAM: If the opinions of
such members be worth anything, Mr.
George has already given a fair earnest
of what he will prove. We all 'know Mr.
George very well; we know he possesses
many qualifications which go to make a
good administrator; and we know also,
or think we know, that he possesses cer-
tain faults which may mar his usefulness.
We trust the responsibilities of his posi-
tion will make him rise to the occasion,
and prove the success we hope to see him.
As regards the two other Commissioners,
I hope the Government will see fit to
leave their appointm, ,nt in abeyance for
some little time at least, and to allow
IVJr. George a, fair opportunity to get the
several branches of the railways into
decent working order, and to get rid. of
sonic of the encumbrances with which
the department is loaded. From top to
bottom the department has for years
been so encumbered, in the administration
branch, the construction branch, the traffic-
branch, and the loco. engineeri ng branch.
I hope the new Commissioner will
make inquiries, and that the Railway
Department will be the subject of some
consideration from the Civil Service
Commission now sitting, with regard not
only to those railway employees who are
civil servants, hut to those who are not;
and that the staff will be considerably
pruned down ; those men who are fit to
carry out their respective duties being
adequately recompensed, and at the same
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time made to feel the responsibility
of the work intrusted to them, and
made to work a fair number of
hours per day, while receiving fair wages
for a fair day's work. That principle
should apply to every department in the
civil service-fewer hands, more hours of
work, more pay; and especially should it
apply as from the labouring classes up to
the middle class of civil servants receiving
salaries of £200 or £250.

MR. MORAN: What! Let the top men
work for one hour a day ?

MR. HIGHAM: No. I should make
the top men feel and take their proper
share of responsibility for administering
their departments, and should abolish the
prac-tice which, I regret to say, is followed
by many of them at present, where we
find responsibility shunted on from one
officer to another, until it rests almost
entirely on the boy who licks the stamps.
Much has been said about the ioco.
branch at Fremantle; and I am person-
ally satisfied, though I do not propose to
go into details to-niaht, that this branch
demands certain inquiry, and is not being
worked so economically and effectively as
it should be. Yea afer year all com-
plaints against it have been excused on
the score of the congested state of the
workshops; and I am willing to admit
that the existing congestion there is liable
for much of the extravagance complained
of; but I think there is room for the
strictest and most searching inquiry, and
I hope the new Commissioner will deal
with the loco. branch at an early date.
Some sections of the Midland Junction
workshops should be pushed ahead as
quickly as possible. The wood-working
branch now at Fremantle mightlbe shifted.
with advantage to Midland to-morrow,
and the sheds already erected at Midland
for other purposes utilised for repairing
and for constructing new rolling-stock.
This removal seems to have been tabooed
by those now in charge of this branch,
and I cannot conceive why work not
requiring machinery, or requiring very
little machinery save the tools a man can
carry on his back, could not be done as
well at Midland Junction, in the shelters
they have there at present, as at the Fre-
mantle shops. Relieve the Fremantle
shops of that congestion, and the engin-
eering portion of the work can still be
carried on there for some considerable

time with great advantage and with much
more economy; and that branch can ulti-
mately be removed to Midland Junction
when preparations for its reception are
more advanced. The Redistribution of
Seats Bill is a measure we all should work
for.

MR. TAYLOR: It is a good thing to
talk about.

MR. HIGHAM: Yes; and I hope it
will be talked about exhaustively ; hut I
trust it will not be introduced on the lines
indicated by the Premier in his Town
Hall speech. [Ma. ILLINGWORTH! Hear,
bear.] If we are to have a redistribution
of seats and a reduction of members, let
us have them on a fair basis. Some
speakers have suggested 40 members for
this House: 30 would be far better, and
I cannot see why with 30 we should not
be quite as strong a Parliament for legis-
lative purposes as we now are with 50.

MR. MORAN: It could not be much
stronger than the present crowd.
(Laughter.) This is the strongest team
you could muster.

Mla. HIGHAM: I do not know. I
hope to see this House reduced to 80
and another place to 21 ; and I am satis-
fied that when the different departments
are put in proper shape, we can reduce
our Ministers to four.

MR. ILLINQWORTH: No; never.
MR. TAYLOR: There would be a row

about which four should remain.
MR. HIGHAM: The personality of the

four would not trouble me.
MR. MORAN: It would trouble Minis-

ters.
MR. HIGRAM: Or at least the in-

coining Ministers. One measure interests
my constituency perhaps more than any
other-the Bill for creating a harbour
board. For this the Fremantle people have
been asking for years; and it is extremely
gratify" ing to them to see there is some
chance of effect being given to their
wishes. This harbour board, taking over
control of the Fremantle harbour and
other harbours, will of course do away
with that "red tape" or green tape which
the present Minister for Works prefers,
and that "Government stroke" which
permeates all Government departments.
With a good harbour board in chbarge of
barbours, the work can be done far more
economically, and certainly mere effec-
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tively, with better satisfaction to tho,
shipping and to the consignees of goods.

R. MORNi: Do you propose to put
the construction as well as the manage-
ment under the board ?'

Mn. HEGHAM: The construction is
pretty well complete.

MR. MORAN: What about the secret-
purchase railway, and docks, and other
thingsP

MR. HIGHAM: We will come to
that later on. I am not taking them in
connection with the harbour board. If
the harbour at present be properly
administered, the quays are fairly ade-
quate for the shipping, not only for the
present, but for many years to come.
When the harbour is completed and
shipping is compelled to work on the
same lines as it would have to do in any
other harbour in the world where they
enjoy anything like equal facilities, where
at shiip instead of taking up a berth for
three months would have to do the same
work in a fortnight, you will find that the
Fremantle harbour work as it is at pre-
sent, without farther extemions other
than those that are already in hand-
that is, the completion of the north quay
and of the south quaty-would be ade-
quate for the next 20 orS30 years at least,
and I believe for 50 years.

MEUBnn: What about that secretpur-
chase ?

AIR. HIGHAM: We will come to that
directly. I trust that this Harbour Board
Bill will be placed in the hands of mem-
bers as quickly as possible. The reports
as to the satisfactory progress of the
Coolgardie Watter Scheme must be satis-
factory to all; and although we have all
received a very rude shock in the report
of the Commission which sat uplonl it, and
we realise that a considerable amount has
been wasted, still it is satisfactory to
know in regard to the construction of
these works that we mnay look forward to
their completion by December. We hope
to see proper means ado pted this session
for their extension to Kalgoorlie, Boulder,
and other centres, and the proper reticu-
lation of those places, also intervening
centres such as Southern Cross, where
a supply of water can be utilised with
benefit to the settlers, and I hope with
satisfaction regarding the revenue of this
country. As an old supporter of this
scheme from its very inception-because

I came into the House two or three days
before the Right Hon. Sir John Forrest
introduced it, and I have always accorded
it what support I could-I am deeply
gratified to think that the goldfields pop-
ulation will be able to avail themselves
of this magnificent supply at a very' early
date, and I am satisfied they will be
willing to pay a satisfactory price for the
great benefit which will come to them.
I1 have been asked several times to express
my opinion on the secret-purchase fund.

MR. MORAN: Don't mention it.
MR. HIGHAM: So far as the secret

purchase is concerned, I way as well at
once say I thoroughly agree with it; but
the secret purchase has been made for a
scheme which I consider absolutely
premature. The deviation of the railway
vid Preston Point to the eastern side of
Buckland Hill through Cottesloe seems to
me a very unsatisfactory way- of obtaining
the additional space required or supposed
to be required for the Fremantle harbour
works. I have already said that we have
on the west side of the present railway
bridge sufficient space if properly utilised
to last us from 30 to 50 years; therefore,
so far as the harbour itself is concerned
there is no immediate necessity for this
deviation. But apart from that I con-
tend that if such at deviation were re-
quii-ed there are several other more
economical methods by' which the object
might be attained. A railway swing-
bridge in place of the present railway
bridge would be one, or the crossing
might be higher tip the river. I hardly
know how to describe it to those members
who do not know Fremiantle, but members
acquainted with the river will know the
bend before you go round what is known
as Paddy's Blunder, that is the first bend
of tile river after you pass the bridge, at
very narrow part of the river that would
require the resumption of only a very
small proportion of Bruce-town. It
would then enter on Goyvernment property
almost right through to the Oottesloe
Beach Station, with a good foundation for
the support of the bridge which would
be constructed there, with very little
additional increase in the mileage from
the north quay at Fremantle, and with a
possibility of easily reaching the eleva-
tion necessary, if thie bridge in that situa-
tion were required to be one of fairly high

Ilevel. Amongst the public works which
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the Government propose to undertake
in the present year are works which are
mentioned. in connection with the prison
at Fremnantle at present, and I am glad to
see the Government do not propose to
abolish that prison, as has been men-
tioned by many. Granting that the
building has disabilities, they are such
as can be remedied, especially those in
connection with the size of the cells, and
by throwing two cells into one there will
still be adequate accommodation, I hope,
iu the present prison for those unfor-
tunates whom we have to place there.
I hope the accommodation will be suffi-
cient, even if reduced on that scale, for
many years to come. The building as
altered just now gives some means of
classifying the different grades of
prisoners, and, in my opinion, with very
little alteration, and the withdrawal of
some of the prisoners of the better
sort to such places as Drakesbrook
or Whitby Falls, which I understand
is to be utilised for that purpose,
the present prison will be adequate for
many years to come. I am glad to know
that adequate and proper provision is to
be made for the lunatics, and also to
realise that the present asylum at Fre-
mantle, which has been a, standing dis-
grace to the State for the last 20 years,
is to be abolished.

MR. MOnAN: Where are they going to
put them?

MR. RIG ElAM : I understand this
new asylum is to be at Claremont, on
Government property.

Mn MORAN: Have von land there
already ?

MR. HIGHAM : Yes. Anyone who
has frequently been through that asylum,
as I have --

Mn. MORAN: Hear, hear. (Dlaughter.)
Mn. HIGHAM: Yes; I have been

there, and have come out and seen many
pipe who ought to be there. (General

lughter.) I say that anyone who 'fre-
quently went through the asylum would
be pained and sickened with the means
provided there for those poorunfortunates.
At Claremont the asylum would be built
on a different principle; and I understand
that a good portion of it would be on the
cottage principle, the inmnates being
divided up into small. lots, and receiving
better attention, more comifort, and less
prison life than they are subject to at

piesent. Alembers may have observed
that I have given notice of motion for a
select committee to go into the question
of the site for the abattoirs. This may
be thought unnecessary by some members
who are influenced by the report of the
select committee whiebi sat lass session
and so strongly urged that the Claremont
site should be adopted, and who think
that should he sufficient and that the
conclusion arrived at should not he
amended.

Mn. CONNOiR; That has been burst up
now.

Mn. HIGHA U1: I do not know that it
has been burst up. Members who know
anything of this questtion, and it is one
I have been connected with ever since I
have been a member of this House, must.
realise that as long -s there was a possi-
bility of deferring the construction of
these abattoirs no encouragement could
be got from tins butchering trade in
Fremantle and rerth. They protested
that such conveniences were neither
necessary nor required, nor if they could
avoid it would they avail themselves of
them. I hope these public abattoirs will
be constructed and c'im pulsorily used
for the purposes of the butchering trade
not only of Fremantle and Perth but of all
those centres which can be conveniently

1and quickly reached by train, and tha
the freezing chambers in connection with
them will be utilised in conjunction with

1cool. cars for the distribution of meat
killed nder proper inspection and in

prpr condition to eveu the most remote
gold fields town to which there is railway
communication. I tin satisfied it would
be an immense boon to the community.
and if it will only give -rise to whole-
sale moat men and the small mneat sales-

imen who will sell for cash from door to
I door at the minium profit, it will go a

long way to reduce the price of meat,
which is such a great tax at present.

Mn. EUTCHER:. It will increase the
price of meat.

Mg. HIGH AM:; I do not think it
will increase the price of meat. The
member for East Fremantle spoke at
some length on the removal of the tick
restrictions now obtaining at Robb's
Jetty, and this is a matter I hopesomue
member will bring before the House by a
specific motion at an early date. In 1897
I supported the removal of the restric-
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tions which since has been attended with
great success, and I shall only be too glad
to assist in the removal of the present
restrictions. I see no earthly reason why
cattle, which are compelled to swim
ashore at Owen's Anchorage, should not
be landed at Robb's Jetty, which could
be thoroughly disiufected after the cattle
have been landed. The ships which
bring the cattle to Owen's Anchorage
and from which the cattle have to swimi
ashore,are allowed, after being disinfected,
to go alongside 'the Victoria Quay and
stay there for some days; and if this can
be done in regard to a vessel, then why
cannot Robb's Jetty be used if the same
disinfection is provided for. It must be
patent to everyone who has studied the
question that the sea beach at Owen's
Anchorage is not suitable for the tick.
Ticked cattle have been landed there
sine 1897, mnd no evil has resulted to the
surrounding, districts.

MR. CoNsonR: Since 1894.
Mn. rGHA-M.: The hion, muember

corrects mne, but that was before any
action had been taken oir any restriction
placed on the landing of cattle from East
Kimherley. The tattle imported in 1894
with the tick on then were distributed
through the Southern districts, and no
trouble has been ca&used by it. So far as
the bliding-scale is concerned, I shall do
what I possibly can to see that it is not
altered. AL distinct pledge was given to
a considerable section of the community
as one of the inducements to enter feder-
ation.

MR. MORAN:- What was the pledge
given for?

Ma. RIG HAM:- It was giveni to try
and 'hoodwink a good many of the people
in the farming districts against the dis-
advantage of an immediate entry of this
country into federation.

Msg. MORAN: It does not affect the
farmer.

MR. RIGHAM: There arc certain
duties which do.

MR. MORAN:- Name one duty.
MR. IITGHAM: There is wheat; also

chaff. The hon. member for East Fre-
mantle said just now that he, as a Fre-
mantle trader, was not receiving much
produce grown in the State. That does
not prove that a. great deal of produce is
not grown in this State. Take agricul-

tural articles, and we know that a con-
siderable quantityv of these articles is
grown in the country, although the
quantity is small as compared with the
total consumption. The agriculturists
are entitled to any advantage they can
get out of the sliding-scale. I consider
Parliament is pledged to maintain the
sliding-scale and I intend to help to
maintain it.

Ma. MORAN: I1 do not believe one
constituency wants it, and. that would
be proved if a vote were taken to-
morrow.

MR. HIGHAM: The sliding-scale is
giving us a revenue of £200,000 a year,
and I do not think any member doubts
that., with the many urgent public works
required all over the country, this
£200,000 is very useful to the A din itra-
tion, and its expenditure is a boom to the
community as a whole. Hon. muembers
have spoken of the immense revenue we
are receiving frum both the Common-
wealth and the State tariffs, apart f rom
the sliding-scale; but they do not realise
that the day will come when that tariff
'nay be so amended that we shall not
have thatt imimense revenue, and we may
be placed in much the same position as
Quensland, South Australia, and Victoria
are at the present time. In Victoria
to-day the State Treasurer is com-
plaining that he will have a deficit of
three-quarters of a million, and at great
deal of it is attributable to the Comumon-
wealth Tariff. We do not know the day
when we may be placed in the same
position.

Mn. MORAN: Never.
MR. IHIGRAM: The Commonwealth

Tariff has not been in force 12 muonths,
and. many of the articles which arye highly
protected under the Commonweath
Tariff we shall be compelled to import
from Victoria, paying a higher price.
We shall pay a much higher price for
articles of an inferior description which
we are now obtaining fronm English
markets, which will then be shut off from
us. Hats, clothing, and boots are three
of the items for which we shall be forced
to go to Melbourne, and our traders are
not in the habit of going to Victoria for
these goods now. If our traders are
compelled to get their goods from inter-
State markets duty-free, the time will
come when we shall lose this 4200,000,

Address-in--reply. [6 Aicolt$T, 1902.]



898 Address-in-reply: [ASSEMBLY.] Eighth day.

MR. MORAN: By that time we shall be
governed by the Commonwealth Act.

MR. HIGHAM: I wish you would
leave the sliding-scale alone.

MR. MORAN: I wish you would not
mix the two things.

MR. H IGHAM: I am not mixing the
two things. We shall feel the loss of the
X200,000 when the duties are remitted.
The first year or year and a hialf will not
make us feel the effects of the tariff; it
will come gradually; but the time will
come when we shall feel the effects, and
we shall be driven to obtain inter-State
goods, and then we shall lose the revenue
which we are now obtaining from the
importation of goods from Europe.

MR. MORAN: Then the farmers will be
taxed to make up the deficit.

MR. HIGHAM: Not only the farmers,
but the whole of the community will be
taxed to maintain inter-State industries.

MEMBRRn: The farmers are taxed now.
MR. HIGHAM: The hon. member

went through the Federal fight, and is
well up inthe question. I wish the whole
country had thoroughly grasped the
question at the time. I notice that a Bill
for public works and land resumption is
to be introduced during this session, and
I congratulate the Government off bring-

ing forward a measure which should have
been introduced some years ag. I think
this Bill is to deal with the betterment
principle in dealing with public works,
which is far better than resuming the land
under the Public: Works Department. I
have had considerable experience with the
resumption of lands for public works in
this country, and if any department in the
State has been grossly mismanaged, it is
the department which deals with these
matters. T have never known a case
which has been taken to an arbitration
court in which the interests of the Govern-
ment have not been absolutely sacrificed
by the case being taken before the Court
without proper evidence to back up the
Government's contention. If anybody is
to blame for the Government being made
the mulch cow in this respect, it is the
department which is responsible for these
claims. The Fremntle Harbiour Works
were started in 1893 with all the plans
laid out and everv detail of the scheme
practically matured. It must have been
known that the Government would ulti-
irately require certain blocks of land.

One block of land required for this work
might in 1893 have been obtained for
£1,000. One block was resumed in 1899,
six years after the scheme was started.
In 1895 this block changed hands at
£4,000, and ultimately the Government,
in an arbitration case, had to pay £27,250
for this land, and if the vendors had not
"1put their foot into it " byoffering the
land to the Government previously for the
lower porice of £26,250 they would have
received the market value of the block of
land in 1899, which was nearer £10,000.

MR. MORAN: We cannot help that,
you know.

MR. HTGHAM: No; we cannot help
it, but it shows how the resumption
business has been worked in the past.

MR. MORAN: Why should not th~e
man get the benefit?

MRt. HIGHAM: I do not see why he
should not. I was a witness for the
vendor in that case. A Shops and
Factories Bill is a measure which will be
welcomed by alU the community who
have taken an interest in the hours of
labour, and the treatment of juvenile
workers in the different shops and fac-
tories of the State. I hope this measure
will deal thoroughly with the question
this session. Reference is made to the
Early Closing Act, and T hope that
measure, which has done a considerable
amount of good, will not be marred. I
have always been a supporter of the
Early Closing Act and I do not think
there is much to amend in it. Granted
that the Act deals harshly with a few,
and they are the few that feel it, the
small storekeepers -

MR. MORAN: Are they not the vast
majority, the small storekeepers?

MR. HIGHAM: It injures the small
storekeeper who keeps his business going
with the assistance of ,his wire and
members of his family. All legislation
of this class must do an amount of
injury to some people. INo legislation of
a socialistic character can be passed
without hurting someone. There is only
one municipality in the country which is
raising a, cry against thle Early Closing
Act as it now stands, and that is the
municipality of Perth, and the cry is
confined mainly to the people of West
Perth.

MR. MORAN: In East Perth, too,
MR. HIGHAM: In East. PerthF
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MR. MORAN: Yes
MR. McDoNALD: Raised by one Or two

individuals.
IMR. HIGHAM: I know that in the

various Fremantle electorates the Act
has been welcomed, It has never been
demurred to, save by an infinitesimal
rainority, and there has never been any
agitation for its repeal. I hope, there-
fore, that when the promised Shops and
Factories Bill comes down we shall not
allow ourselves to be,-arried away and to
mar legislation which has done so much
good. The only farther matter to which

Ishall refer is the proposed dock ait
Fremantle. I have to express the hope
that this long-promised work, a work
which holds out such benefits to our
shipping, will be brought forward
immediately; that there will be no more
humbutr, aboot the business, and no
more reappropriation of funds provided
for it; but that an adequate sum will be
made available immediately; that the
business will be pushed on to completion;
and that the actual construction of the
dock will be I'eim at an early date. I
was going to say that I hope active
operations will commence before the end
of the Near, bot such haste might
possibly not be wise. At any rate, I hope
a start will be made shortly after the new
year. It may b-e argzued that the dock
will not prove aremunerative work. Even
if the direct returns from it should not
prove reinunerativo--I believe they wifl
cover more than interest and sinking
fund-the employment for all classes of
artisans and the increase in shipping
tonnage which the existence of the dock
is likely to bring about will more
than compensate the State for the
cost of construction. There is to
be considered, in addition, the saving
consequent on the doing away. with
the necessity for Rending ships to
the Eastern States to be docked. The
lbenefits I have enumerated, which must
result in immense advantage to the State
as a Whole, in themselves more thanu
justify the work.

MR. MORAN: Fremantle will get all
the benefit from the work.

YR. HIGHAM: I do not see that.
Any benefit derived by the chief port of
the State must react advantageously on
the rest of the State. The Fremantle
Harbour Works, for example, are not an

unmixed blessing to Fremantle. Possibly
Fremantle residents have in their midst
some old fossils who would like to return
to the state of things prevailing when
they received 10s. on every ton of goods
passing through Fremnantle, whereas they
have now to be satisfied with 2s. 6d. per
ton. I repeat, there may be in Fremantle
some old fossils who would like to return
to those days. I fear I have detained the
House unduly, and, therefore, I shall not
speak farther. Many matters of import-
ance are to come up at an early date;
and 1, therefore, hope that this debate
will be brought to a close very soon, so
that we may get on with the solid, hard
work of the sessi. it.

MR. G. TAY 2OR (Mount Margaret):
Before speaking generally to the Address-
in-reply, I should like, if I may, to offer a
few remarks on the amendiment moved by
the leader of the Opposition.

THE SPEAKER: That amendment has
been disposed of now.

MR. TAYLOR: My remarks will be
only general. I have recorded my vote
on the amendment. I rose to address
the House with regard to it, but failed to
catch your eye, sir. My voice, being
weak and thin, was perhaps not adequate
to the task of reaching your ear. I
wish to point out that the defence of the
Government by the Colonial Secretary
(Hon. W. Kingsmill) was weak in the
extreme. I watched the debate, especially
the speeches from the Government side
of the House; and I observed that the
goldfields members on the Ministerial side
-and this applies to many of the coastal

members as well-while condemning the
policy of the Government nevertheless
voted in their favour.

MR. MORAN: Hear, hear.
MR. EwiNo: So did you.
AIR. TAYLOR: I did; and the factof

my having recorded a silent vote con-
stttsmy reason for wishing to offer a

few remarks on the amendment now. As
a Labour member, I feel confident that if
other Labour mnenmbers thought as I think
of the railway administration of the
Government, after fifteen or eighteen
months' experience of it, they would
have recorded their votes differently. I
do not see in the present Government
anything that should induce the Labour
party to ally themselves so closely with
the 'Government-to ally themselves so
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closely as to sacrifice their independence
as a Labour party.

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear.
MR. JACOBY: Perfectly silly!
MR. TAYLOR: A long experience of

tbe Labour movement leads me to believe
that Labour parties should be indepen-
dent; that they are sent to Parliament
on the distinct understanding that they
take in the House such a stand as will
be a credit to themselves and to those
who sent them there. As I take it,
Labour members are returned to Parlia-
went not so much to legislate as to see
that the jaws of the country are properly
administered. On this point, in par-
ticular, I maintain that the Government
have failed to administer judiciously.
The history of the railway administration
of the present Government is written;
and I say without fear of contradiction
that every page of that history is
punctured and perforated with blunider.
In adverting to certain remarks made
by the leader of the Labour party on the
appointment of a, Railway Commissioner,
which remarkcs I noted down, I have no
desire to injure or to hurt the feelings of
the man appointed. I wish the House to
understand that. I have nothing against
Mr. George, but I certainly entertainthe
most decided objection to the manner in
which his appointment was made. I
shall not deal with the constitutional
aspect of the case. Apart from that,
however, I may say that since the
reassembling of Parliament was so near,
Parliament should have been consulted
before the whole system of our railway
administration was changed by placing
the department under the control of a
Commissioner.

MR. MORAN: That is the main point.
MR. TAYLOR: I shall deal with the

matter from that aspect only. The
member for Kanowna (Mr. Hastie) has
said:-

At first when the matter was mentioned to
me, I did not take it seriously. My main
objection was that Mr. George would not
accept the position.
What does that statement convey? To
mue it conveys that the member for
Kanowua, the leader of the Labour
party, was perfectly satisfied in his own
mind that the Government were capable
of making the appointment, but that he
believed Mr, George to be too bonourable

at lnau to accept any appointment savour-
ing of political jobbery. That is my
interpretation of those sentences. Feeling
so Strongly as I do on the matter, I con-
sider myself justified in conveying my
sentiments to the House and in placing
on record, in the pages of HaiNsard, my
view of the transaction. If in offering
these observations I do not echo bhe
sentiments of the Labour people who sent
me into Parliament, then those people
can judge me by what they 'vread in
Hansard, and by that I am pr-epared to
stand or fall. I do not hope to be
returned to Parliament for my powers of
lobbying, or for my faculty of ingrati-
ating myself with members of this
Chamber, either Ministers or private
members. I was sent here as a Labour
man to advocate Labour principles, and
that is the position I take. My advocacy
of Labour principles causes mne to sit in
this (Opposition) part of the Chamber. I
believe that if the Labour people outside
Parliament had been left to record the
Labour vote on the amendment, that vote
would not have been cast as it was. I
am perfectly satisfied that the matjorityv
of wage-earners in this country would
have cast a vote in condemnation of the
railway administration of the present
Government, of the increase in railway
freights, of the appointment of one Rail-
way Commissioner, and, lastly, of the
appointment of two other Commissioners.
The leader of the Labour party has main-
tained. that Mr. George's appointment
does not involve the question of Railway
Commissioners; that when the Bill for
the appointment of two additional Com-
missioners is brought down he will be
prepared to oppose it with all the force at
his Command. But I maintain that in
recording our vote in favour of the Gov.
ernment on the amendment, we have
affirmed the principle of a Board of Com-
missioners, and that when in the near
future the Bill for the appointment of
two additional Commissioners is sub-
initted to us, we shall, in opposing it. be
fighting a proposal on which we have
already given in our adhesion.

MR. WALLACE: Who is" "we"?
MR. TAYLOR: " We " is the Labour

party. I k-Dow the member for Mount
Magnet (Mr. Wallace) feels somewhat
angry when I say "1we " in this connec-
tion, because of a rumour that the leader
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of the Latboui~ party is the senior whip of
the Government. 1 can quite understand
that feeling of anger.

THE PRExMIR Why did you vote with
the Government, if you are consistent?

Ma. TAYLOR:- Being consistent I
voted with my party. As amember of the
Labour party I have to abide by caucus
decisions. I made the amendment a party
question, and therefore voted loyally with
mny party, hut greatly against my will.
Had I been given the opportunity of
addressing the House before recording
my vote, I should have made miy position
clear. [MR. Cowrqon: Hear, hear. A
mninority Of one.] There is little doubt
in my mind as to the feeling of the wage-
earners in respect to the increased rail-
way rates. The member for Pilbarra
(Hon, W. Kingsmill), who is now Colo-
nial Secretary, visited the goldfields when
he was Minister for Railways, and on
returning to Perth said there we.re no
complaints on the goldfields concerning9
the railway administration. If that hon.
gentleman had travelled through my elec-
torate with me some two months ago, he
would have become aware of a, storm of
anger among the wage-earners.

THE MiN41sTEr, FoR Minxs: Was that
storm raging when I went through your
electorate ?

Mit. TAYLOR: The hon. gentleman
interjecting did not go very far, perhaps.
At any rate, he seemed to feel like back-
ing down- on the railway rates. He
touched the matter very gingerly every
time he rose to speak. "The hon. gentle-
man was very cautious indeed in hand-
ling railway rates. I have no extracts of
the hon. gentleman's speeches, but I well
remember that on several occasions, when
dealing withi the matter, his touch was of
the lightest. I am certain that if the
workers of the Mount Margaret electorate
had a vote to record on such questions
as whether the railway rates should be
reduced or inereaspd, and whether the
Government should be supported or
opposed in their proposal to increase the
cost of living on the goldfields, that vote
would be cast in one particular way. I
am perfectly satisfied as to that. The
Premier has stated that there is no dis-
satisfaction on the goldfields with the
increased rates. But the hon. gentleman
has not mentioned that he refused to
receive a. goldfields deputation on the

subject. I am given to understand that
a deputation communicated with the
Premier requesting an interview on the
increased railway rates, and that the
interview was refused. Unless 1 am mis-
informed, that is so.

MR. Co1NOR: It is quite true of the
late leader of the Government.

MR. TAYLOR: Oh, the late Pre-
mier. I remember that when the in-
creased rates were first made public by
the then M inister for Railways, the -news-

paers announced that a deputation from
Kalgoorlie ha~d intended to wait on the
Premier, hut that the Premier had refused
an interview.

Ma. CONNOR - He wired up to say he
would not receive the deputation.

MR. TAYLOR: I am perfectly satis-
fled as to the fedeling which prevails on
the goldflelds with respect to the increased
railway rates. Everyone who has lived
on the goldfields knows as well as I do
that the rates press more andl more
heavily upon the people. I do not believe
ink the increased railway rates, and feel I
should like to vote against them ; and if
f were like most hon. members in this
C hamber, who rise to say they do not
believe in the increased rates, or in the
policy of the Goveromeut, but still vote
with the Government, I should not be in
this postion But, as I have loyally

rcred my vote with m 'y party, I have
certainly endeavoured to make myself
clear.

MR. MORAN: YOU do not get much
applause fromn the other Labour members.

'Mn. TAYLOR: I do not expect any
applause. I do not speak in this Oh am.-
ber to get applause. I rise to tefl the
House what I believe to be right, and am
perfectly satisfied that the Labour people
in this country believe I am in my right
position here. I know that from the last
two elections. At that contested in West
Perth by the present member who repre-
sents. it (Mr. Moran), a Labour man stood
against him; and a Labour man stood
for the Murray against its present mem-
ber (Mr. Atkins). In both places the
Labour men were defeated, and T attri-
bute their defeat to the apathy of the
Labour people and the attitude of the
Labour party in this Chamber. I know
full well the Labour people in this country
are like the Labour people in every other
country:- they want an aggressive pro-
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gressive party in Parliament; they do not
want a party that is the tail-end of an~y
Ministry, That is against the best
principles of the Labour movement.

THiE PREMiEit: Save me from my
friends.

MR. TAYLOR: If we were a party
worthy of the respect of the wage-earners
of this country, we should have had two
additional members in this House. That
is what I believe; and I think the other
Labour members. cannot reasonably con-
tradict'me. When Mr. Gill, the Labour
candidate, was Speaking at West Perth
we had the Labour members on his plat-
form; and when the question was put to
Mr. Gill whether he would vote in favour
of Commissioners or of the appointment
of Mr, George, he said emphatically he
would on that matter vote against the
Government. And I sayv he was fresh
from the hands of the workers; he was
directly in touch, and much more directly
in touch- with the workers than those who
have been 15 months in Parliament; andI
I think that in what he said, he echoed
the sentiments of the workers generally.
I am perfectly satisfied to stand or fall,
from a. Labour point of view, by my ex-
pressions here to-night; and I feel con-
fident there is no place in this Chamber
where the Labour party can make its
power felt except on this hack Opposition
cross-bench. That is the only place where
any Labour party can make. itself felt.
Of course the Premier smiles; and no
doubt he can afford to smile when he can
so successfully hoodwink the Labour
members as he is doing. ButlIam afraid
the Labour members will not smile at
the next election. I myself may not
smile then; but at the same time, I shall
look as pleased as may be possible in the
circumstances. (Laughter.) I do not
anticipate that any of I he present Labour
rsts will be lost to Labour; but I
certainly say that a number of the Labour
members wil have a very hard row to hoe
before the y can win their election battles.
unless they alter very' considerably. The
Premier pointed out very honestly, in the
Town Hall, that this House had lost the
confidence of the people, and I am per-
fectly satisfied of that;i and the Labour
members also are, I think, losing the
confidence of the Labour people. And it
is so apparent to hon. members in this
Chamber that they have lost the con-

Ifidence of the ountry that they are
frightened to have a general election.
The argument advanced by speakers on
the Government side of the House,
Labour members included, was that they
had no desire to turn the Government
out, that the Government had sinned and
been guilty of breaches of faith in not
carrying cut their pledges, but that at
the same time that sin was not sufficuiently
grievous to justify the turning out of
Government and putting in the Oppo-
siti on. That argument is too hollow.
There is no danger of the Opposition
becoming the Government of this country
as the House is at present constituted.
The dismissal of the Ministry would have
meant a general election, and it was only
the fear of going before the electors that
made members record their votes as they
did. They will do anything to avoid going
before the people. And while I speak
f rom this (Opposi tion) side of the House,
the Opposition are perfectly satisfied that
1 do not look on them with more favour
than on the Ministry. I feel no doubt
as to the situation. I look across
at the Ministerial Side, and see the demno-
cra-te who are thiere. When I look atthe
central Mhinisterial cross-bench, and see
the inember for Biinbury (Mr. Haiy-
ward), for York (Mr. Monger), for the
Irwin (Mr. Phillips), for Wellington
(Mr. Teesdale Smith) so closely associ-
ated with the Labour party, I cannot
help thinuk ing th e de mocracy is all on th at
side of the House.

MR, RESIDE:- What about your own
side ?

Mn. TAYLOR: It is very unfortunate
for me that I can discern the democrats
so readily. I should like to know
whether, if the Labour members were
standing on a Labour platform, and any
of those members I have mentioned were

Istanding up wvith them, that support
would give iny friends any assistance in
securing Labour votes. the member for
Hannans interjected, " What about your

1own side ?" I1 have made it clear before
to-night that the bench on which I sit is
the proper bench for the Labour party-
indlependent of the Government and of the
Opposition. [Aft. JACOBY: Hear, hear.]
We. are here to advocate pninciples, and
not to support men. That is the position
I take up; and those interjctions-
"1Wbat about this side of the House and
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what about that "--are uncalled for.
And farther, the democracy is, I think,
pretty evenly balanced on both sides of
the House as far as that is concerned. I
notice that since the last trek across the
Chamber, the Opposition are somewhat
weaker in democracy since the four mem-
bers I have named have gone. The Oppo-
sition have not only lost the democratic
element, but have lost wonderfully in
debating power; though, as the mem-
bers who have crossed over are so
closely allied to the Labour party on
that side, Labour will benefit by their
desertion. (Taughter.) With reference to
the Minister for Mines (Hon. H. Gregory),
who pointed out to-night that it was the
Government's intention to facilitate pro-
specting, I think it unfortnnate that the
House did not consider that last session.
Had we done so, and made provision for
it, we should perhaps have had men out
prospecting now who have done wonder-
ful prospecting work in this State during
the last 12 years. We have just lost one
of our best bushmen, who has gone to
West Africa owing to his being unable
to secure camels or other assistance from
the prospecting vote in order that be
might go out to open up new country. I
speak of Billy Frost, a man I have known
as a practical miner for the last 23 years;
and I can say without hesitation he is one
of the best bushmen who ever came into
this State. And he has proved it, for he
bought camels of his own, started from
South Australia and came right across
to Coolgardie without any explorers with
him, carving his own tirck through the
desert. And I am alive to the fact
that the members for Coolgardie (Mr.
Morgans), Kanowna (Mr. Hastie), and
myself introduced that man in Kalgoorlie
to the Minister for Mines some two
months ago, and tried to get camels for
him, or an advance from the prospecting
vote, in order that he might go out.
Frost told me be knew country where he
had specked some gold, and that if he had
got camels he would have gone out there,
for hre believed he could open up another
find. But the Government, having no
vote for that purpose, could not see their
way to give him. camels; consequently
Frost was knocking about Kalgoorlie,
and people in West Africa., knowing his
value, sent for him and paid his passage
to that country.

MR. MORAN: Yet the Government had
£60,000 to spend in secret land pur-
chases !

Mn. TAYLOR: Well, that was for the
coast, not for opening up the goldfields ;
yet all the goldfields members are sup-
porting the Government. Tt is a great
pity the Government did not take steps
in this direction last year; and I hope
there will be placed at the disposal of the
Minister for Mines a vote which can be
utilised for that purpose. However, I
shouldliketo point out to the Minister that
ho will require great care in distributing
that vote, because, as a general rule, the
very class of men most capable of show-
ing adequate results in return for assist-
ance do not get opportunities of going
out; and I sincerely hope the House will
make provision by which we can open up
new aur-iferous country. I notice that
better crushing facilities are to be pro-
vided by the Mines Department, and I
do favour more public batteries. Mem-
bers may think I speak from personal
motives, as I represent one of the largest
constituencies in this State, and from a
gold-prodneing point of view one of the
most wealthy. Certainly it is very large
in area, though it cannot beconipared for
wealth to the Golden Mile, known as
Hannans, the area of which, however, is
very small compared with that of my
electorate, Mt. Margaret. Mt. Margaret
is, however, very wealthy; some of its
best mines are uow in operation; there
are numbers of fields there where public
batteries are desired; and there is at
Burtvifle one of the best " poor men's
shows " in the State, though it has been
hung up for some considerable time for
the want of a public battery, which, how-
ever, has been promised. There is also
Lake Way, a very promising centre, with
large ore bdecranyof lower grade
than Burtville, but which would pay
and keep a large population at work.
There is a promise of a battery there,
which I hope will he carried out. While
a number of promises made in the past
have not been carried out, I hope the
present Premier will be more loyal to his
promises than can be said of certain
Premiers in the past. While it may be
argued that we have not sufficient funds
to erect public crushers, I think it would
be wise, for the sake of opening up new
country, to erect them out of loan money;
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and I maintain that all loan s should carry
a sinking fund. I see in the Governor'
Speech reference to the extension of the
railway from Malcolm to taverton; and
any member who has travelled through
that part of the State knows, as I well
know, that the line is very badly needed.
Tt will touch Mt. Morganis at a dis-
tance of 4~2 or 44 miles from Malcolm,
and will go on to taverton. Mt,
Morgans is a very promising place,
with large ore bodies discovered; and
the Minister for Mines has favoured the
House to-night with figures. showing the
monstrous expenditure for carrying by
road from the present railway terminus.
I bad the pleasure of going down
the Mt. Morgans mrine during -my
recent visit, and wvas shown several
sets of timber which had cost the mine
£12 per set. This Oregon timber has
been transported from Menzies in the
early days by camel; and if mines can
carry on operations and pay that price
for their timber, the shows must he very
good; but we cannot possibly work the
low-grade ores nnless we have railway
communication to the fields. I feel sure
that something could be done in the way
of opening up stock routes. There are
numbers of routes now across from Peak
Hill and coming round from Cue, on
which the water supply is very miserable,
and in most plaoeswherethereis water there
is little or no troughing. In many cases
you can only water six or eight bullocks
at a time, anid those who know anything
about droving know the inconvenience of
it. I think the Government should open
up stock routes in every direction, in the
endeavour to cheapen meat supplies not
only on the goldfields but in the
State generally. I would like to refer
to the remarks of the late Commissioner
of Railways and present Colonial
Secretary (Hon. W. Wingsmill). The
hon. gentleman pointed out that the
eight-hours system for the railway men
caused an increased cost in the running
of the railways of about £40,000 a year.
My experience is not in the same
direction. I, as a workman, have beard
employers say that they get as good
results now in eight hours as they got in
olden times when men worked nine or ten.
You know you will get as good result in
eight hours as you will obtain when, week
in and week out, month in and month out,

year in and year out, you work mnent nine
or ten hours. I faill to see the argument
used by the Colaonial Secretary that the
system increases the cost. of the running
of the railways by £240,000 a year. I
notice the hon. gentleman did not say
that the Railway Department, since the
increase of Is. a da-y and shorter hours,
were dismissing all' the old men, or as
many as possible. I was told last week
or the week before, that there were some
50 or 60 of the men who had received the
increase of is. a. day-, but who were told
by the department that they were too old,
and that the department would have to
dispense with their services. I do not
know whether that is true or whet-her it
is not, but if this sort of ting is going
to work with the increase of wages, it
will come very hard upon those old men.
As far as fettling is concerned, I have
never done any fettling myself. I have
helped to make railways in the other
States; I have worked as a. navvy in the
gangs in all the positions a man can
work in, and it was generally understood
there by navvies that when a man was
worn out, and clearly worn out, as
regarded employment on construction
work, he was just in good form for
fettling, that there was no heavy work
attached to fettling, but that the work
was light in comparison with navvying
on a, railway line, and a man's years did
not incapacitate him from carrying on
that work, bunt his experience as a work-
man served him in good stead as against
a young man withiout experienc(e. I would
like to know from the Minister for Works
and Rtailways (Hon. C. H. Rason), when
he is speaking on the Address-in-Reply,
whether it is at fact that these men are
being dismissed. If that is going to be
the position, I think something will have
lo be done by the Labour unions or by
the Railway Employees' Association to
make some arrangement in their society
by which these men will not be removed
but will be able to be kept on. Whin
men have been employed for many years
in railway works, and engaged in this
State for a long time in fettling, it is
very hard to think that the Government
who have been so good as to raise r heir
wages and shorten thtoir hours will relieve
them of their work, It is a matter that
wiUl require consideration. I would also
like to speak on the question of residen-
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tial areas. There is, I believe, an
agitation or desire for persons to get
their titles for those residential areas
on the go~ldfields aind other places.
In my opinion they should not be
allowed to do so. I Suppose there are a
number of men, including the mining
members, who may believe in the systein
of titles, but in my opinion the residential
areas should be the same as at present.
Perhaps it is necessary to give the holders
better facilities, or a better opportunity
on thenm ; but as far as giving them a title
is concerned I think it would b~e very
unfair. I would also like to refer to the
Italian question. It is not easy to shut
our eyes to the fact that whilst there is
this influx of Italians into Western
Australia, they are taking the place of
our own countrymen. It is a remarkable
fact that you never see new-chum Italians
on the Unemployed market. You 'will
never see them carry- ing their swags, as
you will see the old West Australian or
the old colonist in this State. You go
through the State as I have done, and
you will find your own countrymen carry-
ing their swags through the country, anid
the Italians doing the work. Whilst
there is such an influx of Italians or
undesirable immigrants to this State,
though it is a Commonwealth matter, I
think the Government of Western Aus-
tralia and tbis Parliament should deal
with the subject. There is the unem-
ployed question which will have to be
faced by this Chamber. There are thou-
sands of men to-day in Kalgoorlie (with-
out going past Kalgoorlie) who are
unemployed; able-bodied men willing to
work, but they cannot get, work to do.
You can go right through the smaller
mining centres, from Kalgoorlie to Lake
Way, and you will find in the very
smallest of thiem a hundred or more men,
and up to two hundred men, out of
employment. Dealing with the Italian
question, what do we find ? We find that
there is a strike in a ballast pit at Mount
Malcolm. We have had two wires ini
connection with it, and the cause of
that strike is that an Italian has been
placed as boss over the men. A similar
strike occurred with the same Italian, I
believe, about two mouths ago whilst I
was up there. The Italian was removed.
That was while a ballast pit was at
Kookynie. There is a new ballast pit

opened I believe at Mount Malcolm, and
they brought the objectionable boss and
placed him over the men, and the men
naturally resent it. I think the Govern-
ment are looking for trouble, and that
while they are doing this sort of thing
they are courting trouble for the work-
men. I have also been informed-I am
not, going to say on the very best of
authority-that since the last strike this
Italian has been sent to Menzies. He is
naturalised, and they have taken him
back and placed him over the men. T
do not know whether it is true or not. I
give it to you for what it is worth, and I
think it is necessary that the Government
should not insist upon placing Italians
over workmen, considering that the men
are objecting to it. They are perfectly
justified in objecting to an Italian being
placed over them if they think he is in-
competent, or that he is likely as an
Italian to dismiss them and replace them
with Italians. There is no doubt in my
mind that where an Italian boss is under-
round the English-speaking people have
no chance. They are weeded out and
replaced by Italians; and wben the work-
men know that, as I know it, they always
see there is an element of danger when
they allow an Italian to be boss, and I
believe on this ground, or on similar
grounds, the men have resented this
Italian boss. The Government Saw their
way to remove him two months ago, and I
think it is unfair to fetch him back and
placLe him over the men again. The
Minister for Works has been negotiating
with those in charge, and so far no inf or-
mation has been sent back, but I hope
the thing will not be insisted upon
by the Construction of Works Depart-
ment. Dealing with the railway con-
struction, I have heard the Govern-
ment intimate their intention of carry-
ing out the construction of railways
on the contract system. I believe I am
safe in saying that will be one thing
which the Labour party will resent, and it
is very pleasing to mae to know that the
Government are going to do somethig
they will resent. (Laughter.) This
system of departmental labour in the
construction of works is looked upon by
all the democrats of this country as being
the proper system, and I look -back and
remember that this democratic system was
inaugurated by one of the greatest Tories
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in Western Australia, Sir John Forrest,
yet I find the democratic Government are
about to go back to the contract system.
It is just as well that the Labour party
should raise their voice in this matter.
For myself, I will endeavou r to defend the
departmental system of construction of
public works as against the contraet
system; and I say that the construction
of the Menzies and Laeonora line is not a
fair trial for departmental work. The
Construction Department has been badly
treated by the Railway Department, and
I have called for certain figures from the
Construction Department which have not
come to hand. When the Bill womes
before the House I will be in p)ossession~
of sufficient facts, I think, to lay the
blame on the right shoulders. I feel
confident that this Parliament should not
go back to the contract system. As I
have already said, the departmental
system was brought about by what we
considered the very Tories in this State.
I am sorry to think that the Tories do
such very democratic things, and thbat
democrats go back to such conserva tive
ideas. I would like to make a few
remarks on the Public Works Depart-
muent in reference to sleeper cutting. I
have been informed by a person at Collie-
the Minister for Works can put me right
if I am wrong-that a contract for
6,000 sleepers was let a short time

ago to the Canning Jarrah Sawmill Com-
pany, the cost being 4s. a sleeper delivered
at Cue, while the men who were cutting
sleepers by contract for the Government
had 3s. a. sleeper delivered at Cue. I do
not know whethur that statement is right
or whether it is wrong. If I am wrng,
the Minister for Works can put mue right.
I want to know why the Government, in
their strict economy. madle a contract for
55,000 sleepers at a shilling apiece more
than they could get them chopped for by
small contractors, direct workmen. That
is all I have to say. I shball content myself
with thanking the Rouse for the patient
hearing it has given me.

MR. J. B. HOLMAN (North Mur-
chison) - I shall not delay the House
long with the few remarks which I
intend to make. I am pleased to see, in
the Governor's Speech, that the Govern-
mtent intend to do everything possible to
encourage mining in the State. Several
members have mentioned the assistance

which is to be given to prospectors ; and
there is no doubt that prospectors during
the last few years have not been treated
as they should have been, and I hope the
Government will carry out their Promise
and encourage the prospector to go into
the back country and open uip new fields.
I ask the Government to do everything
possible to encourage prospectors in the
settled communities at the present time.
The rents of a lease and the survey fees
charged to working men who take up a
block of land are exorbitant, which
makes it impossible for a miner to take
up a lease and work it in ai settled com-
munity at the present time. I would
like to see the Minister for Mines do
something to help the prospectors in
these settled communities. Supposing a
working man was to take up 12 acres,
he would have to pay survey fees and
rent, which amount to £19. If miners
were allowed to bold a block of land for
12 months by registering at the Warden's
office, and were allowed to retain the £19
to enable them to prospect the lease,
some good would result. If a, miner
takes up a prospecting lease, he can only
have a certain amount of land, and
prospectors desire to have the right to
the ground they take up. If a. man
takes up a quartz claim, he has to pay
survey fees to the amount of £2. If a
man takes up an old abandoned lease, he

Ihas to pay a fee for mdrking, and in nine
cases out of ten the lease is never re-
marked, and there is no necessity for
the marking fee. Once a lease has been
surveyed, there should be no necessity
to ask for asurvey fee. One survey ought
to be sufficient. The question of exemp-
tion I wish to call attention to. I have
worked on the Murchison for nine years,
nearly all the time having been engaged
in mining, and have watched the growth
of the Murchison, and I can say that the
exemptions have piactically ruined the
field for the speculator in this State and
outside of it. At the present time com-
panies are under long exemption. There
are companies holding areas on which no
work hap, been done for 18 mionths, and
one mine, the Mainland Consols, some
time ago had six months' exemption
granted. Caveats were lodged against
the company, and no work has been done
there since. I would like to see the Min-
ister put a, stop to this exemption. We
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want to see good land workud, and
not locked up under exemption. I do
not understand how the exemptions come
about. I have made inquiies how it is
that some comopanies are allowed exemp-
tion for 18 months and two years at a
time. I would like the Minister to make
inquiries about the lease 1 have men-
tioned, and if those who hold the land do
not work it those who are willing to do
so should bare the o~pportunity. There is
another question-the concentration of
labour. On the Murchison wt have con-
centration of labour for months and ,Years
at atime. In some cases the leases where
concentration of labour is allowed are a
mile or three-quarters of a mile apart. I
hope this will be stopped, because it is
unnecessary to allow concentration of
labour for prospecting purposes unless
the leases are adjoining or close together.
During the last few months there has been
trouble on the Murchison through the
concentration of labour. There is another
q uestion. In some cases the Warden's
decisions are altered by the Minister or
by the Mines Department. One case
occurred a little time ago in which one
lease had been shepherded for two years.
The case was heard before the Warden
on certain days in March. H~e did
not ft-rfeit the lease, but recommended a
fine of .240. This case was forwarded to
the Minister for decision, and I have it
that the Minister considered a fine of
£20 would meet the case. 1 do think
when the Warden, who gives the corn-
panies every consideration, recommends
that a fine of £C40 be imposed his decision
should be carried out. In this case it
cost the person who took the case into
court C26 for witnesses' fees and lawyers'
expenses, not reckoning his own loss of
time and expenses. When an award is
given by a Warden on the fields who
knows the facts of the case, and who
gives every consideration to the com-
panies, his decision should not be inter-
fered with. In regard to the inspection
of mines, I may say that the inspector-of
mines on the Murchison field has one of
the largest fields to inspect in the whole
of this State. He has to travel during
the 12 months five or six thousand miles,
and nearly the whole of this distance has
to be covered with a horse and buggy, I
do not think it is possible for one man to
thoroughly inspect all the properties on

the Murchison in the manner he should
do. I hope this question will be gone
into, and that there will be a better
inspection of mines on the Murcbison in
the future. If this be done so many
accidents will not occur in the future as
in the past. There is another question
the Minister for Mines could go into-
employment of Italians underground.
At the present time a great many com-
panies on the Murchison give a, pre-
ference to newly-arrived tl~ians over
English-speaking men, and I hope the
Minister will take this into consideration.
Italians who have been employed on
mines and dismissed are taken on at
other mines, which should not be allowed
while other men, who are willing to
work, are not given a chance. There
must be some undue influence used. to
give Italians a preference over other
men who are willing and able to work,
but who do not get a chance. For the
safety of those underground I hope the
employment of Italian labour wiUl be
gone into. When an inspector visits a
!nine he should see that the workings are
in proper order, also that the workers
know enough of the English language to
work in the mines. There is another
question which does not appear to be a
vital one, but it is important to the men
on the mines. A regniation should he
passed for fortnightly pay on the mines.
This may seem a. small point, but it is
important on the fields. Men have to
wait a month for their pay, and it is not
wise that men should give a month's
labour before getting ter wages. I
shoulId i ke to see some amendment made
in the Mines Regulation Act providing
that wages should be paid to the
employees in the mines once a. fortnight,
This would save a lot of trouble and be
the means of allowing people en the
fields, who alway .s pay their way, to live
more reasonably than they do at present.
I am sorry to have to admit it, but in
nearly all cases there is an undesirable
class of men who go on to mining fields
and obtain their goods and live on the
storekeeper for a month, and when they
get their month's wages they go away
and leave the storekeeper unpaid. The
storekreeper does not snffer from this.
He requires those who pay their way
honestly to make up for those who do not.
The question of public batteries is an
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important on%, and I am pleased to know
that the present Minister for Mines 'has
done some good in regard to the working
of public batteries since they have been
in his, charge. I only hope he will continue
to improve the working of the public
batteries, for there is much room for

imprvement now- On the cyanide plants
I have spoken before when the Estimates
have been under consideration, and I have
asked that a cyanide plant be erected at
Meekatbarra. At present an assay of the
whole of the tailings have been taken
from there, and it has been proved the
tailings contain 8dwts. 23grs., which is
not satisfactory. It may be only the
saving of a few shillings to the miner
who crushes his stone at the battery, bat
it means the difference between a profit
and a loss, and I consider that everything
possible should be done to see that a man
saves. the whole of the gold and gets paid
for all1 he does. The question of geolo-
gi0cal surveys is an important one. Some
parts of the M~urchison have ' been
surveyed lately, and I should like to see
this system cardied farther and the whole
of the Murchison surveyed. The use of
diamiond drills is very necessary and one
that should be gone into at the present
time on the Murchison. The Government
might supply the miners with diamond
drills. The men. are in a, position to help
themselves if the Government will give
them some assistance. I do not know
whether the Minister for Mines will
accept the offer I have spoken to him
about, that if the Government will stiand
half the expense of sinking a. bore to the
north of the Murchison, the men there
are willing to pay their share towards
the expense. If they can only get the
assistance of the Minister for M'rines in
that direction we shall have boring'
machinery there very soon- At th~e
present time the miners require a bore to
be put down at real, Hill, and I do not
think that will hbe a very great expense.
Men have come forward and offered to
carry the diamond drill from the railway
to Peak Hill, and back aaain to Cue after
having finished with it. They have offered
to stand half the expense, and when they
show that they are willing to assist, I
think the Government should come down
and do all they can to help them. I see
by the Governor's Speech the Government
intend to have a School of 'Mines on the

fields. It seemns to me that during the
last few years every effort has been made
to extend advantages to the mining corn-
nmnity on the Eastern fields, but the
Murchison has not received its fair share
of assistance. I hope that a School of
Mines will be started on the Mur-
chison, so that the field will receive
its fair share of what is going. The
Governor's Speech promises that the
construction of the Cue-Nannine railway
will be pushed on as fast as p~ossibile. I
cannot help saying that this expedition.
has not come before it is abbsolutcly
required. The completion of the line has
been delayed for almost two years, whereas
if the work had been properly carried out
the whole railway should have been corn-
plieted in about 10 mionthis from the time
it was started. The delay, of course,
mneans unnecessary expense in the com-
pletion of the work. When the line is in
working order, interest will no doubt be
charged on the udnecessary expenditure
incurred in connection with the construc,-
tion of the line. Farther, there will be
the charge for working expenses. I think
it hardly fair to charge inuterest on money
which the line should not have cost.
Possibly it may be argued that the
nnnecessary cost was due to the adoption
of th e system of day labour h ut I main-
tain that such is not the case. If tbe
work had been-carried out in a proper
manner these long delays would not have
occu red. I saw by the Murchison papers
a few days ago that Italians had
been employed on the construction of
this line. If it be a fact-and I hope the
Minister for Works will make inquiries
into the matter-then I consider that the
pesofl -who employed Italitins in pre-
fereuce to English-speaking men at a time
when hundreds of English-speaking men
were unable to get employment, should
be made an example of. The man who
employed Italians in preference to Eng-
lish -speaking labourers should be sent
about his busiess; indeed, he should be
sent to work with the Italians him-
self. There is a large number of un-
employed in the Murchison district
at present-men who have helped to
open up the countr y, who have in
many cases spent their last shilling in
prospecting; and why, ,I ask, should
they be cast aside and Italians allowed to
take their places? I hope the Govern-
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ment will carry out their promise regard-
ing the construction of the Cue-Nannine
railway, so that the people of the North
Murchison district may be afforded an
opportunity of opening uip their mines
and working them in the cheapest
posBsi ble mnanner. The increase in railway
rates is a matter more serious than some
members of the Ministry would have us
believe. The Colonial Secretary (Hon.
W. Kingsmill) says that 99 per cent. of
the people have made no objection at all
to the increased rates. I maintain, how-
ever, that 99 per cent. of the people on the
Murchison have objected to the increased
freights; and, in my opinin objected
very rightly too. The Coonal Secretary
offered no explanation of and gave no
reason for the raising of railway freights.
He said merely that the introduction of
the eight-hours system was in a measure
responsible for the increase. But let us
consider what the wages are at present.
Let me. instance the wages paid. to the
casual bands employed in connection with
the railways at Cue. Those hands
receive the magnificent pay of 8s. a day,
and that in a place where the minimum
rate paid to ordinary labourers on mines
and in private employment generally is
10s. 10d. per day. I maintain that so
long as the Railway Department pays
its employees such a low rate of wages
it cannot command the best labour. The
department should, at the very least,
grant to all its employees remunera-
tion on the same scale as is paid to
ordinary labourers in private employ-
ment. The Colonial Secretary also
said that the railways must be run
(on business lines, and not as a charit-
able institution. Now, Murchison resi-
dents object to being converted into a
charitable institution for the benefit of
the Midland Railway Company. The
increase in freights means a bonus to the
Midliand Company of £15,000 a year. I
do not intend to enter largely into figures,
because I believe facts carry more weight
than figures do; but I moust point out
that the increase in the capital value of
the Midland Railway caused by the rise
in freights amounts to at least a quarter
of a million sterling; and when Murchi-
son residents reflect that almost the whole
of the annual increase of £15,000 enjoyed
by the Midland Company is borne by
themselves, they have, I think, reason to

growl. The Minister for Railways raised
the point that in no instance had the
price of board been increased through the
increase in railway freights. Board in
lVannine at present costs 30s. a week;
that is, board alone. For board and
lodging the charge is 35s. a week. If,

i therefore, the rates for board are to
be increased in a place like Nannine, a
man might as well work for food alone;
because, as it is, he spends more than
half his wages in board. There is no
room for an increase in the charge.
Again, a, party of working miners who
obtained a truck of mining timber from
near Mullewa had to pay £6 freight to
have it conveyved to Cue before the
increase in freights; and the same party
of miners, sending for a truck after the
rates had been raised, bad to pay just
about £9, or an increase of £4 less 8d.
Cyanide costs £8 per ton more than itidid
for carriage to the Murchison. Thus the
increase in railway rates has been the
moans of retarding the opening up of
properties by companies, in addition to
acting as a check on small mining parties
in getting their timber from near Mullewa,
where the best mining timber obtainable
on the Murchison is to be found. The
Murchison people, I may say, would
gladly' pay the increased rates if these
were shown to be necessary; but they do
not believe in being taxed for the benefit
of the Midland Railway Company. Had
the Government purchiased the Midland
Railway before raising the rates, the
Murchison people would have been well
satisfied to bear their share of the burden.
The appointment of Mr. George has been
discussed very fully, in this House, and I
do not propose to say much on the

Isubject. I am opposed to the appoint-
ment of one Commissioner, and to the
appointmnent of three Commissioners as;
well. I hold that the railways might
well be managed in the same fashion as

Ithey have been hitherto, provided we get
competent men to administer the affairs
of the system. It is pleasing to know
that we are to have a widened and
simplified electoral law. I only hope
that the proposed widening and simplifica-
tion of' the electoral law will include
better provision for granting to the whole
of the electors on the rolls the privilege
of casting a vote. At the last Legislative
Council election on the Murchison, no
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provision whatever was made for the
recording of absentee votes throughout
the whole of the North Murchison dis-
trict. Right from Cue to Peak Hill, a
distance of 180 miles, there was not an
officer to take an absentee vote. In
several centres at which there were
eight, nine, or ten voters, and to
which the ballot boxes would have to
be conveyed by coach, no provision was
made for polling booths; though in the
Cue electorate there were polling booths
at take Austin, where not a single vote
was recorded, and at Tuckanarra, where
only two votes were cast. In the North
Murchison district, six, seven, and eight
electors had to travel 25 miles for the
p)urpose of recording their votes. The
lack of system displayed is very bad.

THE MINISTER FOR MIXES: Who is
the returning officer ?

Ma. HOLMAN: The returning officer
is at Geraldton. I wrote to the Colonial
Secretary, and received the reply that the
matter was one of interest to the people
in the district, who should look that pro-
vision was made for the recording of their
votes. I maintain, however, that if the
people are to do this kind of thing for
themselves, there is no need to pay an
electoral officer to do the work. A matter
which so far has been mentioned only by
the member for Dundas (Mr. Thomas)
I also must refer to; that is an increase
in the payment of members. I maintain
that the amount now paid to members is
not sufficient, and I advocate that an
increase of £2100 be made in the present
Salaries. Farther, I advocate that mem-
bers for back country electorates, who
have to travel long distances away from
the railways, should be allowed a certain
sum annually for their expenses. Of
course, it is all very well for city members
to say that business people should be
allowed a certain privilege because they
have their business to attend to as well as
their legislative duties. I maintain, how-
ever, that members returned to the
Assembly, having the business of the
whole State in their charge, should devote
to that business the whole of their time,
and should be amply paid for devoting
their time to it.

MR. JAcoBY: Certainly. Members
should have £500 a year, at least!

MR. HOL~MAN: I maintain that under
present conditions we should sit longer

in the House, and, farther, should sit on
one or two more days per week. Speak-
ing as a working mall, I maintain that if
I am taken away from my business it is
a dead certainty I cannot live on the
amiount of money I receive for carrying
out, or endeavouring to carry, out, my
duties here. I can only hope that some
provision will be made to keep future
members of Parliament above want,
whether I happen to be one of those
future members or not. In advocating
an increase in members'salaries, I should
also advocate that the payment of salaries
be dependent on attendance in this
Rouse. We have seen in the course of
this session that certain bon. members,
having made their speeches, go away and
do not return for some considerable time.
I maintain that every member should sit
in this Chamber during very nearly the
whole of the time the House is sitting;
members should listen as well its make
other people listen. These matters are
difficult for me to handle, and I therefore
hope they will be taken up by men of
greater experience. Members should be
paid more for their work, and when they
are paid more they should devote the
whole of their time to it. During last
session a fourth Judge was appointed,
but up to the present the promised
circuit courts have not been established.
I must, of course, make one exception-
Kalgoorlie. I hope that as soon as
possible a court will be established at
Geraldton. I would not ask the Govern-
ment to incur the unnecessary expense
of establishing a quarterly circuit court
at Cue, but I do hope it will be
found possible to hold circuit courts
there half-yearly, so that the people
of the district may be afforded an op-
portunity of having their *cases tried
without unnecessary expense. Another
question Iwould like to speak on for a
few moments is the appointment of
justices of the peace. Several recent

appointments have not given satisfaction.
[IS. JACOBY: Hear, hear.] 1 trust
better provision will be made for allowing
the voice of the people residing in the
districts for which justices of the peace
are appointed to be heard. Certain ap-
pointments made during the past few
months are by no means satisfactory.
[MR. JAcoBY: Hear, hear.] Men are
appointed to a position which, in my
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opinion, is just am important as at seat in
this House, without knowing anything of
their duties, or, if they do kiiow their
duties, without. a desire to look at any
but their own particular side of a
q uestiou. Stich men have no desire to
do justice. A matter which has been
greatly debated here is the secret pur-
chases by the Government of land about
Fremantle. In my opinion, there would
be no necessity for secret purchases if we
had proper land laws. I mnaintain that
the sale of Crown lands should be stopped
as soon as possible, if not immediately.
I also think that a land tax should be
imposed, and people should be allowed
to assess their own land. Owners of
land should be allowed to value it, and
so fix the amount of the tax. Then, if
the Government wished to purchase land,
they could acquire it at tb6 value placed
on it by its owner. I cannot see that
any advantage is to be gained in a
country like this by the making of secret
purchases. Here we are governed, or
should be governed, by the people; and
if we cannot depend on each other, as
man and man, then ihe sooner some
other form of government is introduced
the better. At any rate, the sooner
secret transactions of any description are
done away with, the better it will be
for the whole of the people in the State.
The manner in which the Government
intend to dispose of the Surplus meets
with my approval.

MR. JACOBY: It amounts to Only £200
odd.

MR. HOLA&:K Well, I am pleased
with the proposed disposal of the surplus
they say they have. A time will
come when it will be necessary to take
into consideration the construction of a
railway to Peak Hill, and also the
opening up by means of a railway' of
the country around Lake Way, right
through to the Eastern Goldflelds, because
nearly the whole of the cattle driven
in this country are driven from the
North; and it would be a direct advan-
tage to open up railway communication
from the cattle country to the most
populous parts of the State. Another
question is that of immigration. To some
extent the families of men residing here
have been assisted to come from the
Eastern States by advances of money;
but I consider we should go one better by

giving them assistance similar to that
given to immigrants from England. To
bring the latter I have ascertained that
about £7 per head is paid. Instead of
spending the money in thatway,we should
study the men in the country, and assist
them to bring their families from the
East. [MR. EWING: So we do.] Yes;
the money is advanced ; but it has to be
paid back in 12 months. Another im-
portant question is the large influx of
Italians. During the first five mouths of
this year nearly 600 Italians have. arrived
in this State. I advocated, long before I
became a member of this Assembly, that
everything possible should be done to
prevent their influx. I saw nearly three
years ago that there was great danger of
Italians flocking in and overcrowding this
country; and I am sorry to say that what
I then predicted has come true, and we
are menaced with a very serious trouble.
There are hundreds of Italians here;
thousands of our own workmen are out of
employment; while hardly any Italians
are unemployed. And the fact that
Italians seem to get the preference, even
in Government works, over English
people should be taken into consideration
by Ministers. To show that the Italians
do not intend to settle in the country, I
have only to quote from statistics with
which every member has been supplied,
to the effect that only 28 Italians have
been naturalised during the last 30 years.
That shows they do not come here with the
intention of settling; and I consider the
House should take every means of pre-
venting any farther influx. People say
it is a question with which we cannot
deal; but I maintain the people of this
country, if they spoke up, could make
their voices heard, even in such an august
body as the Federal Parliament. In
conclusion, I would impress on every
member who speaks in this House to
speak for himself and not for any party.
T was returned as a direct Labour candi-
date; and I shall sit with the Labour
party, voting with them as their caucus
decides. When not bound by the Labour
caucus, I will vote as I like; and when
I get on my feet to speak I will speak
as my conscience dictates. I hope I
shall do some little good for the people
I represent, and with other members
will do everything possible to open up the
country and encourage our industries ;
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for though we have got a long way ahead
of the other States with our gold produc-
tion during the past year, I should like
to see every other industry go ahead to
the same extent, and to see our population
also the largest in Australia.

MA. W. ATKINS (Murray): With
great diffidence 1, a new member, rise to
speak in this House for the first time;
and I hope I shall be excused for any
hesitancy I may exhibit. I should like,
first, to explain my particular reason for
tring to get into Parliament; and that
was to help, as far as I could, to reduce
the burden of taxation, particularly the
expenses of government and the cost of
public works. [MR. JAcour: Hear, bear.]
I do not know much about politics, but I
think I do know a little about works;
and I am bound to say that from my
experience of 20 years in this country, I
think we have had more public money
wasted in the last five or six years than
was ever wasted in this country before;
in fact, we never bad it, to waste.
And it struck me, having had ex-
perience for seven or eight years of
public works in Victoria, and for six or
seven in New Zealand, that in the first
place one of our great troubles is. political
influence. Gentlemen to whom I have
spoken in the Government service and
out of it-in fact, all the employees-will
tell you Government officers cannot do
this and cannot do that, because they are
interfered with. And I must say I do
not think it fair or right to put a manum a
position of trust-I am now speaking of
men in charge of works-and then to
interfere with him. If that man be not
fit to do his work get rid of him, but do
not interfere with him, I feel I am not
Speaking as a new member ought to
Speak; but I must say I do not think it
is the place of members of Parliament to
go outside and use their influence either
to get men into positions or to interfere
in any way with the working of the
departments.

MR. HASTIE: Was Hoclgsoa's a political
appointmentP

'MR. ATKINS: I do not know. If
you want to know anything about Hodg-
Son), 'here is the report of the Coolgardie
Royal Commission. (Laughtery.) With

re'gard to the railway question, I consider
that department is inordinately expensive

mainly because it is a political institu-

tion ; and as for its being conducted on
business lines, that has been talked. about,
but it is impossible; because one of the
main principles of business is that you
bate to put up with competition. Now
a Govern ment railway has not to put with
competition.

Mn. JAcoBY: Yes it has; with sea-
borne competition.

[Mit. RASTE interjected.]
Ma. ATKINS: I did not interrupt

you when you spoke. The particular
trouble of the Government has arisen
from their raising the rates. If they
were competing, they would have to make
better arrangements in order to get their
work done cheaper. We know that in
contracting. If we tender too high for a
job, it is no use putting in another tender
at the same price: we have to see if we
can do the wotk more cheaply. flat is
what I say regarding the railways. I
do not wish to say mu(ch of Mr. George's
appointment. Give the man a show, and
let us see what he will do. He may be
the best man in the world, and he may
not; but I think we shall, at any rate,
get the thin end of the wedge into that
department, and get it to a certaiui extent
cleared of political influence. If a. man
can manaage a job, he must manage it as
he likes; and if he is not good. eniough to
manage it, get another man. I think the
Rouse knows that I know as much about
managing men as does the -next man;
and I would not manage a. job for five
minutes if I were not allowed to do as 1
liked; and no man can manage a job
effectively or cheaply unless he can do as
he likes. Then, besides the railways, our
Public Works Department needs reorgan-
ising just as much; because whenever
we get a comparative estimate of the
work done on the Government day-labour
system and under contract, the Govern-
ment day-labour method goes down;- and
the officials tell you: " Oh, well, that is
only one case, and that is an accident.
That is wrong, but all the rest arc right."
But in every case of which you get the
details, it is always found that depart-
mental day labour is more expensive,
and -also that it involves more delay
than there is in contract work. I can
give a lot of instances. I hope that
before long we shall have some nmore
information about what is being done,
because I certainly intend to ask- in the

Eighth day.,[ASSMOLY.]
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House for the cost of works done by
Government day ]abour. I do not blame
this Government at all, and I am not
blaming any particular Government, but
I say that this expensive Government day-
labour system has grown up. As a
member stated to-night, it. was a Tory,
Sir John Forrest. who started it. I
believe that the reason he started it-
though I do not know whether it was so
or not - was to get political influence, and
not to cheapen work, because there is no
State in Australia, or almost in the world,
where the railway work has been done
cheaper than it has here. With regard
to redistribution of seats, I am merely a
new chum, and I do not know enough
about government to give much of an
opinion; but from what I saw in my
election, I assert that certainly from three
to four hundred electors in my con-
stituency are not represented. I do not
know whether you will say they are dis-
franchised-you can use any word you
like-but what I mean is that they did
not want me. I think that such a posi-
tion of affairs is not right, and if it
could be improved it would be a very
good thing. I would ask the legislators
if they cannot make some arrange-
ment in regardl to miore class representa-
tion, so that men who want my sort
can have one representative, and other
ppople can have somebody who may
suit them. Probably it would be a
difficult problem, but, in my opinion, it
would simplify matters and satisfy people
very much better than the System of
cutting the country up into certain dis-
tricts, under which, whether a person
wanted a Labour member, a Tory, a
Liberal, or whatever it might be, he
had to) put, up with whatever man came
along. I do not know that I need refer
to other subjects, for I suppose they will
come upin course of time; and with these
observations I will conclude.

On motion by Bon. IF. H. PiEssE,
debate adjourned untill the next sitting.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 10-44 o'clock,
until the next day.

Legizlatibe Rssembip.
Thuraday, 7th Auigust, 1902.

Question: Stock Export to South Africn-Qoestion:
HoptlGrievance, Kalgooflie-Question, ExRi

Mnal1 am, Narrogin-Londs Department,'Ques-
tions-Address-i-Roply, ninth day, conclusion-
Adnminiatrntion (probate) Amendment Bill, second
reeaiug-First readings: Pulic Notaries Bill,
Indecent Publications Suppesion Bill, Justices
Bill, Iheblic Works Bill, ads Act Amendment
Bill. Explzsive Act Amendment Bill, Elementary
Education (District Boards) ilU, Railways Act
Amendment Bill. Legal Practitioners Act Amend-
ment Binl, Drovitug Bill-Return ordered: 1,
Victoria Quay, Frem~antle; 2, Criminatl Libel
Prosecutions; 3 , Land Purchases (milway); 4,
tailway Stores (value)-Adjonrnment.

THE SPEAKER took the -Chair at

4-30 o'clock pim.

PRAYERS.

QUESTION-STOCK EXPORT TO SOUTH
AFRICA.

MRt. F. WALLACE: By leave with-
out notice, I beg to ask the Premier
whether his attention has been drawn to
a paragraph appearing in the Morning
Herald newspaper of to-day, having
reference to an expressed intention by the
Minister for Lands to levy an export tax
or heavy inspection fees on cattle leaving
the State of Western Australia.

THE PREMIER: My attention has
been drawn to the paragraph, which has
occasioned me some surprise. I have
seen Dr. Jameson on the matter, and he
states that he has not been correctly
reported. The subject has not even been
considered by Ministers. There is no
occasionfortaking any action which would
affect or interfere with existing arrange-
mjents.

QUESTION-HO0SPITAL GRIEVANCE,
KALGOORLjIE.

MR. J. RESIDE asked the Colonial
Secretary : i, Whether his attention had
been called to a Press report which stated
that at Kalgoorlie Government Hospital
a lad with a broken arm was refused
medical attention, and told to seek it else-
where. 2, Whethi-r he will make in-
quiries into this statement, and, if true,
issue instructions to prevent such actions
in the future.

Tnur COLONIAL SECRETARY
replied: i, My attention has not been
called to the Press report referred to. 2,
Yes. Inquiries have been instituted, and


